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Williamson replaces 
| Saunders at Foundation 
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Augusta Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. Newsletter 


Former Alumni President V.P. Leavel, 39, 
First Captain Paul Bratton, 48, pass away 


Story on page 17 


AMA Alumni Cruise brings ringing endorsement 


Friendship, laughter and reminiscings were the words heard most often about the first 
annual AMA Alumni Cruise roundtrip from Miami to The Bahamas in early September. The 
story begins on page seven. Pictured above are some of the passengers at the ship's wheel 
ready for whatever adventure awaited them on the high seas. Emphasis on high! 


Jim Stillwagon, 67, chairs AMA Sports Hall of Fame 


Ohio State All American Jim Stillwagon, ~67, will lead an effort to create an Augusta Military 
Academy Sports Hall of Fame. Stillwagon, who won the first ever Lombardi Trophy as college 
football's outstanding lineman, later played in the Canadian Football League. 

The Sports Hall of Fame will invite nominations from AMA alumni, faculty, staff and friends 
and will include every sport ever played at AMA: baseball, basketball, boxing, cavalry, cross 
country, fencing, football, golf, lacrosse, rifle, rugby, soccer, swimming, tennis, track and field, 
and wrestling. The Hall of Fame members will be announced before the reunion in April of 2008 
with Hall of Famers being inducted at Reunion 2008. Story on pages 11 and 22. 


Financial situation 
has improved as 


alumni respond 
Page 40 


Al Wattay, 53, flew in 
Vietnam, for American 


Page 29 
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Dear AMA Friends, Pky 
ia 

I hope this latest and wonderful issue of The Bayonet finds you and your family happy and healthy. When the cool air of Fall 
arrives, my thoughts return to the Shenandoah Valley and I think about home and my days at AMA. Reunion 2007 is scheduled for 
April 27-30 and the theme is: Coming Home - 400" anniversary of Jamestown and the 100" anniversary of the passing of Professor 
Charles S. Roller, AMA's founder. The quiet Valley, a light breeze, the rolling hills, the crisp air and the anticipation of seeing old 
friends and reminiscing about times when we wore polished black leather shoes, wool pants with stripes and a black tie — that's what 
coming home is all about. The signs on Interstate 81 and U.S. Route 11 continue to bring in lost alumni. The number of visitors is 
right on target, yet we still struggle to get volunteers to commit to a weekend. Please consider giving a weekend to tend the AMA 
Museum to help greet visitors. It will be a welcome break to our faithful volunteers. Please contact the museum at 540/248-3007. 

Response to a letter from Foundation Chairman Goodloe Saunders brought in much needed cash and pledges. Thanks to all who 
have made donations! It is possible that if our contributions continue at the current rate, we will be able to pay our expenses this year 
without dipping into our reserves. 

In April, The Foundation Board of Trustees approved funds to hire a professional to assist the Association and the Foundation with 
financial tracking and the implementation of our new Financial Protocol. The results have been encouraging. The Finance Committee 
is doing an outstanding job helping to implement the Protocol and we now have timely and accurate information. I'm pleased with 
the distance we have come in this area and I look forward to the benefits it will bring. 

The Grant Committee has completed much research and is prepared to make applications for grants before year's end. If you are 
aware of grants for which our Foundation might qualify, contact Al Zayas at: zayas72ama@aol.com, or Darryl Mizer at: 
drmizer@verison.net. The awarding of several grants would be a lifesaver for us! 

The South Florida AMA Alumni Group hosted an AMA Alumni Cruise in early September. A small group enjoyed the experience 
but a big time was had by all! You'll see lots of photos and details about the cruise in this issue. The dedicated platoon of South 
Floridians also has found lost alumni, hosted get acquainted dinners, sent monies to the Foundation and collected goodies for Colonel 
Larry Nicholson's Marines in Iraq. They have set a fine example of what others can do to get AMA alumni in their area to reacquaint 
themselves with their AMA brothers. 

Reunion 2007 planning is under way. You'll hear about an AMA Sports Hall of Fame to be dedicated in 2008. The Friday night 
banquet in 2007 will have more pizzazz. Founder's Day activities will be very special indeed as we honor AMA's founder. Clyde 
Ramsey, ‘49, is offering a donation for first time reunion goers and those who haven't been to a reunion for ten years or more. As 
you read the long TAPS listing in this issue, I think you'll realize how important it is to get back to the reunion to see your old AMA 
friends before they are gone. 

Thanks to all of you who work to keep our legacy alive: volunteers, contributors, friends, alumni, alumni association board 
members, alumni foundation trustees, record keepers, Bayonet contributors, committee members. My best to you and your families 
during the Holiday Season, and God bless our men and women in uniform as they protect the freedoms we cherish. 

Hope to see you in April! 


Garry Granger, 771 President, AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 
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The Bayonet welcomes information and . : 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share the | New contact information 
news of promotions, awards, retirements, for The Bayonet 
births, marriages, deaths, etc. Please print 
or type your submission. 

Wolume 2006, Number 3 Clear, correctly exposed photos are always BY SNAIL MAIL 
Newsletter of the AMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. welcome. Digital photos need to be in .TIF 12 Woodside Drive 
P.O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 format saved in at least 300 dpi. Danville, CA 94506 


Editor: Bob Bradford, *50 Mail, e-mail or FAX information to: 3 
Circulation Manager: Ed Click, *50 Bob Bradford, 12 Woodside Drive BY PHONE: 925/736-8652 
Danville, CA 94506 

The Bayonet is distributed to alumni and Phone 925/736-8652 BY FAX: 925/736-8657 
friends of the Augusta Military Academy. FAX 925/736-8657 

Notice of changes of address should be e-mail: AMABayonet@aol.com AM ABay on et@a ol.com 
sent to ADDRESS CHANGE, P. O. Box 100, To reach our webpage: . 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0100. www.AMAAlumni.org 


1933 
(NONE) 

Lieutenant General William Martin, 
USAF, Retd, writes from Park City, 
Utah to commend the AMA Alumni 
Foundation for its support of the 
AMA Museum, The Bayonet and 
the AMA Legacy Scholarships. 
"Keep up the good work," says 
General Martin who was commander 
of the 15" Air Force with responsibility 
for SAC in the Western U.S. and 
Alaska. Thank you very much for your 
generous contribution, Bill. 


1936 
(NONE) 
Tom Roller has had some painful 
back problems but is doing better 
now. Living in Arizona, he is missing 
golf. He and Dina live in Mesa. 
[RollerAMA@msn.com] 


1941 

(NONE) 
Walt Dyer retired in 1992 at age 70 
and had his 84" birthday in August. 
He was a magazine and newspaper 
editor before going into public rela- 
tions. Walt lives in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. 
The Dyers became first time great- 
grandparents in August. 


1943 
(CHRIS HARRISON) 

Dr. "Boots" Solan and Marge 
had to miss Reunion 2006 be- 
cause she had back surgery, the 
first time they have missed in 
quite a few years. The Solans live 
in Stow, Ohio. 


Jack Jansing writes to us from 
Hobe Sound, FL to commend our 
volunteers for their work on behalf 
of AMA. We thank you for your 
most generous contribution to the 
cause, Jack. 


John Younger celebrated his 80" 
birthday on 15 August. Good for 
you, John! By the way, his mother 
passed away in 2003. Her class- 
mate at Wellsley and her lifelong 
friend was Soong Meiling — 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, wife of 


1s 


y 


the President of Nationalist China. 
Madame Chiang and John's mother 
both lived to 103 and died just three 
weeks apart. So, John, you've got a 
long way to go!!! 


1944 
(BILL McCOWEN) 
Alan Venzer has dropped off our 
radar. When we last had a good 
address for him, he was living in 
Atlanta. Do you have a good address? 
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1948 

(NONE) 
Bob Abrams, a noted artist and for- 
mer Disney animator, did a summer 
camp for kids in Bellingham, Wash- 
ington, teaching his charges the 

basics of animation. 
[r.abrams13@verizon.net] 


1949 
(FRANK SPENCER) 

Colonel Gray Kinnie had some good 
reasons not to attend Reunion 2006: 
"| cut my middle finger half off on a 
compound miter saw. My nurse says 
| can only give someone half a bird 
now! And Louise was hurt in a fall 
from a breakfast island tall stool." We 
are glad to report that both of the 
Kinnies are doing better now at home 
in Hilton Head Island, SC. 

[graylouise@adelphia.net] 


Win Lora lives in Medford, Oregon 
where he retired after a 40 year 
teaching career. After Augusta, Win 
attended Ohio Wesleyan and was an 
Air Force pilot for three years after 
which he piloted for an executive air- 
line. To stay in shape, he swims as 
often as he can. [wlora@aol.com] 


1950 
(JIM LUPTON) 
Colonel Bill Grace has moved to 
Boise, Idaho to be near his grand- 
children. “Our grandkids are about 
a mile and a half from us and we 
are able to help them with their 
home schooling," says Bill who 
graduated from West Point in 
1954. [Gigipopwpg@aol.com] 


Jim Starnes and Mary have been 
living in a Silver Spring, MD re- 
tirement community for the past 
three years. Jim says, “Health- 
wise, | am doing OK although | 
may soon need additional stents 
in my sorry vascular system. | 
have 15 installed so far which is a 
world's record, | would think." 
[jimstarnes@comcast.net] 


Bob Bradford has been given a 


MR. AND MRS. BILL BOWERS, °43, on a visit 
to Fort Defiance from Sugar Grove, WV. 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 


lifetime honorary membership on 
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the National Easter Seal Board of 

Directors. He previously served two 

terms as the Chairman of the Easter 

Seals Board and one term as Chair- 

man of the Easter Seal Foundation. 
[reb111270@aol.com] 


1951 
(FRANK PILLEY & HAP STARR) 

Ken Wray writes from Gaithersburg, 
MD that "my one year at Augusta had 
a marked impact on my successful 20 
years in the Navy." He accompanied 
his comments with a much appreciated 
contribution as "a loyal supporter of 
the AMA Alumni Foundation." 

[kwray@comcast.net] 


1952 
(JIM WHITE) 
Roger Messick and Jean went on a 
European river cruise in late August 
from Budapest to Nurnberg with three 
extra days in Amsterdam. They also 
recently celebrated their 50" wedding 


anniversary. The Messicks _ live in 
Prescott, AZ. 
[TRMESSUP@aol.com] 
1953 
(LEW MUNDIN) 


John Carter remembers that “Roger 
Messick was in the class ahead of me 
and | knew he was going to be a 
leader. | enjoyed reading the remarks 
he made at the reunion. Roger always 
had a smile and lots of energy." 


1954 
(KEN HOKE) 
Dave Fletcher sent a generous dona- 
tion to the AMA Alumni Foundation 
with a note saying, "Keep up the good 
work!" Thanks so much, Dave. 


Lee Phillips was living in Lexington, 
North Carolina when we were last in 
touch with him. Does anyone have a 
current address for Lee? 


Pete Stone is also among the miss- 
ing. He lived in Jackson, Mississippi. 
If you have a current address for 
Pete, please let us know. 


1955 
(T. C. LEA) 
George Desroche and Barbara wrote 


Dr. Noboa, “60, has 
had interesting life 


Dr. Eduardo Noboa-Zaldumbide, 
‘60, has had an interesting life 
since he finished at AMA. First, he 
graduated from 
Johns Hopkins 
in 1965, then 
went on to 
attend medical 
school. For a 
while, he was 
a surgeon in 
Mexico City, 
then went to 
the Cleveland 
Clinic to do 
laparoscopic 
surgery. 
Eventually, he 
ended up in Quito, Ecuador, his 
hometown when he was an AMA 
cadet, where he practices medicine 
today. 

For a while, he was a Senator in 
the Ecuadorian Parliament. 

He is married with six children. 
Says Eduardo, "The oldest is a 
lawyer; the second a veterinarian; 
the third, a daughter, is also a 
lawyer; the fourth is in marketing; 
the fifth a medical doctor who is 
doing his speciality in Europe; and 
the last is an agricultural engineer 
who takes care of my farm." 

At AMA, Dr. Noboa was a 24 
lieutenant in E Company, a mem- 
ber of the Roller Rifles, on the 
fencing and track teams and a 
member of the Honor Committee. 


Eduardo Diego 
Noboa, 
1960 Recaif 


from Pahrump, Nevada to say they 
were shocked to hear about Gary 
Nicholson's death. They missed Re- 
union 2006 because of a trip to 
Boston but plan to be back for the 
2007 reunion. Thank you for the 
warmhearted contribution, folks. 


1957 
(GOODLOE SAUNDERS) 
Jordan Pugh lost his 1957 Recall in 
a hurricane and is looking for a re- 
placement, or at least a loan. Can you 
share your ‘57 yearbook with Jordan? 
Contact him in Norfolk at 757/627- 


3561. Jordan is also putting together 
a gathering of AMA alumni from 
Eastern Virginia, Southern Maryland 
and Northern North Carolina. 


[jpugh@gsh.com] 


1958 
(DUKE FANCHER) 
Mario Rodriquez is lost. Well, maybe 
he's not lost, but he's lost to us. He 
was living in Miami when we last had 
a good address for him. Do you know 
where he lives now? 


1959 
(DAVE CONRAD, ELLIOTT RIDGE 
& LLOYD EASTLACK) 
Lloyd Eastlack is working fulltime in 
the fishing tackle business. After four 
months at Hampden-Sydney “where / 
majored in Longwood College, | went 
in the Army and ended up teaching 
crytpo in Germany." In 1966, he 
graduated from Guilford College with 
a BA in English. Lloyd had a bout with 
prostate cancer last fall but is better 
now, And he's now doing what he 
wants to do: fishing, working in the 
fishing tackle business, and shooting 
some sporting clays when he can. “"/ 
would love to hear from some of the 
old crew," says he. Lloyd lives in 
Wilmington, NC. —_[Baitco@aol.com] 


Reverend Charles Graff was only at 
AMA for a single year and had to 
leave because of illness: "/ contracted 
hepatitis and the medical folks wanted 
a strict diet, bed rest and limited 
activities which AMA couldn't offer. 
We know now that such a regimen is 
a bunch of bunk. What a pity." 
Charles adds that he did manage to 
marry a Fairfax Hall girl who is now a 
college history professor. Charles 
became a lawyer, then felt the call to 
become a clergyman. He is now fin- 
ishing 35 years as a Methodist pastor 
and will retire in 2008. The Graffs live 
in Corpus Christi. 

[cgraff@stx.rr.com] 


1961 
(JACK STEELE) 
Dick Connor found his name on the 
list of alumni who had died since last 
May. Needless to say, he thought the 
report was a bit premature! He now 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 


lives in New Hampshire after having 
retired as a Captain for USAirways in 
2002. Dick now works as a fulltime ski 
patrol man at Attitash Ski Area. Sorry 
for the error, Dick. 
[skibear@adelphia.net] 


Jerry Wolfson has just moved to 
Fountain Hills, Arizona where he is 
now Principal Staff Engineer for the 
Battle Systems Division of General 
Dynamics located in Scottsdale. He 
moved from Northern Virginia, retiring 
after 23 years with Northrop Grum- 
man. "My wife and third child - a dog 
who is more spoiled than our other 
children ever were - are with me in 
Arizona. Our grown kids, a daughter, 
25, and a son, soon to be 27, are 
back in Northern Virginia.” 
[Gerald.Wolfson@gdc4s.com] 


1965 

(NONE) 
Ken Connor, late of United Air- 
lines International Advertising at 
their headquarters in Chicago, has 
moved to Alexandria. He has 
worked for United and Northwest 
Airlines in various passenger and 
logistics sales and marketing po- 
sitions and will now join the 
Association of Corporate Travel 
Executives as their Senior Direct- 
or for Global Business. 


Ben Beard and Polly have begun 
to send monthly checks to the 
AMA Alumni Foundation with 
gratitude “for what all the volun- 
teers have done to champion duty, 
honor, country and a love of God's 
Word." Thanks so much to both of 
you for this vote of confidence in 
what Augusta stands for. 


RACE FANS - Jim Nordon, “66, and 
his wife, Linda, visit the museum 
from Oceanport, New Jersey. 


book. 
Steve Brister has checked in with 
his new e-mail address. 
[wedundidit@att.net] 1967 
(MAC McINNIS) 


Tom Bentley is looking for his AMA 
roommates and friends. "/ would love 
to hear from any of them," he says. 
Tom lives at 15 Shepard Avenue, 
Mount Morris, NY 14510. Phone 585/ 
658-2824. He served in the Air Force 
from 1970 until 1975. 


Rick Welch is in ill health and on 
permanent disability. We were sorry to 
hear that and hope that some of his 
classmates will contact him at home in 
Fairfax. 703/323-5323. 
[leeciepc@erols.com] 


John Botcheller has moved back to 
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South Korea where he is the Chief 
Financial Officer of CitiBank. Nancy 
and John's address: 
#15-177 
Sungbuk-2-Dong 
Sungbuk-Gu 
Seoul, Korea 136-022 
[Botcheller@aol.com] 


Randy South has moved from Rich- 
mond to Midlothian. New address: 
2195 Founders View Lane, Midlothian, 
VA 23113. [SouthRW@aol.com] 


Ed Bright has moved to 434 Kiddsville 
Road, Fishersville, VA 22939. 
[winter4@adelphia.net] 


1971 

(GARRY GRANGER) 
Garry Granger has taken a new job 
and in the process got a new e-mail 
address. He lost his Dad in June and 
we extend our sincere condolences to 
Garry and his family. 

[ggranger@readypac.net] 


1972 
(LEWIE KENNETT) 
Steve Pearson reports that his 
youngest daughter has graduated 
from Bradenton (FL) Prep this 
year and is now in Manatee 
Communities College for two 
years before going to Florida 
State to major in engineering. 
Steve hopes to get AMAMail up 
and running again soon. Thanks, 
Steve! [AMAMail@aol.com] 


HITTING THE BOOKS - Rod Willey, 51, helps 
Sam DeLaura, “63, and Jean look up Sam's 
classmates in the 1963 Recall. Rod is a 
volunteer at the AMA Museum which contains 
an almost complete set of Recalls from 1917 
through 1981, the last year AMA had a year- 


Manuel Herdade would like to 
hear from "Jim, Blaine, Gunther, 
JT and anyone else who re- 
members me from my days at 
Augusta." Manuel works at 
Providence Hospital in Southfield, 
MI. 

[m_herdade54 @earthlink.net] 


1975 
(BRETT THOMPSON) 
Pete Schissel's two year tour of active 
duty ended in August. Pete was sta- 
tioned at Camp Atterbury, Indiana and 
headed an effort to collect books for 
the troops passing through the camp. 
He is now back home at 50 Rockford 
Road, #210, Plymouth, MN 55442. 


Names in parentheses under each year indicate the Class Agent for that year 


Fall 2006 


6 


ALETICS AT AMA 


looking for 


Donnelly. Does 


1 to lo 


BACK WITH HIS COACH - Floyd 
Goldsmith, °76, visits with Sergeant 
Joe Josephson who never had a 
losing season in coaching AMA's 
football team for eight years (1971- 
78). The team went 6-0 in 1975. 


that 


school 


in Fairfax, 


VA and 


in TOV 


send, 
is know if 


for any 


FROM THE ‘80s - Sergeant Studer found this photo 
which he thinks may be from 1981 or 1982. Can you 
tell us who is in the photo? As the good sergeant 
says, the statute of limitations has run out so there 
is no reason not to identify yourself! 


Da cruise, mon, da cruise! 


By Jim Hash, *72 


It was still dark outside at 0615 on Monday 4 September when my 
son and | placed our luggage in the back of my pickup. Historically, 
speaking, | only have one kind of luck, and it's not good. (Let's just say 
that casinos are not a place you'll likely find me.) So when | turned my 
ignition key and was greeted with nothing more than the sound of the 
solenoid faintly clicking, | was not surprised. My son, Ross, on the other 


hand immediately went into panic 
mode — we were going to miss the 
flight, we'd miss the boat, his life was 
OVER. End of story. 

If there is one thing | learned from 
a life in the U.S. Army it was to 
improvise and overcome. | have to 
admit that pushing my truck through 
a 180 degree turn on a dirt and 
gravel driveway wasn't something | 
had planned for nor, for that matter, 
wanted to perform. Fortunately, the 
road in front of my house has a slight 
downward grade. And my _ family 
always wants to know why | insist on 
buying vehicles with standard 
transmissions... 

For those of us whose brains have 
not been ravaged by time, you may 
recall an old television sitcom called 
"The Love Boat." It was a profoundly 
silly, sappy and inane program from 
the late seventies whose very theme 
song is like fingernails 


L//Z 


running down a _ chalkboard. 


Jim Hash's son, Ross, with 
Sergeant Don Studer, an Army 
landlubber. 
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Unfortunately for me, it was my spouse's 
favorite reality television show. She _ fully 
connected to the ridiculous crew and the even 
more ridiculous guests who gleefully boarded 
the ship after having packed everything but all 
their faculties. The Love Boat was my only 
exposure to the cruise ship industry. 

So when | boarded Royal Caribbean's 
Majesty of the Seas for the AMA cruise, | did 
so with low expectations and not a little 
foreboding. | mean, it's not like you can just get 
off the ship at your whim. 

When | am wrong about something, I'm a big 
enough man enough to admit it. Aside from the 
chaos of a couple thousand people simultane- 
ously trying to get off the ship at the end of the 


LOVELY LADIES - Kiki Rovirosa, wife of 
Jorge, *70, Lucrecia Balbis, wife of Manuel, 
“53, and Ada Santalo, wife of Juan, “53. 


cruise, it was a delightful experience. AND one that 
| will gladly repeat given the time and resouces. 
So, for those of you who didn't join AMA's Miami 
boys on our first annual cruise, you missed it. 

Big time! 

The food was excellent, and being both bread- 


RELAXING ON BOARD - Some of the AMA gang relaxing as the 
great ship heads for Coco Key, an island owned by the Royal 
Caribbean Line. 
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winner and 
homemaker 
for the last 15 
years, not 
having to 
cook (and 
clean up) for 
four days was 
heavenly. In 
fact, if you 
weren't off the 
ship doing 
what tourists 
do, you were 
eating (or 
consuming 
FLYING HIGH - The author and his ©&xcessive 
son, Ross, try out parasailing. amounts of 
—————— eo  ——— ACuit. bev- 
erages). 
There was so much food available day and night, it was 
amazing. As for my teenager, he had the ability to chose 
hamburgers and pizza for four days, true culinary bliss 
from his perspective. Personally, | prefered the supremely 
prepared steaks and seafood, but what do | know? 

On a more personal level, | shared a cabin with both 
my son and Garry Cripps, °71, my roommate at Augusta 
for two years. Despite the snoring, it was great being able 
to spend some quality time with him. 

There were numerous activities available at each port 
of call and | took advantage of scuba diving and 
parasailing. Don Studer, crusty old man that he is, chose 
kayaking. I'm not sure what activities the Miami boys 
endeavored, but acquiring contraband Cuban cigars was 
probably on their list. Al Zayas, ~72, did fairly well in the 
ship's casino although had he lost his shorts, | doubt he 
would have told me. | didn't know Manuel Balbis nor 
Ozzie Ferro who both graduated sometime in the 19" 
century, but it was a real pleasure getting to know them. 
I'll bet they were hell on wheels during their Augusta 


HABLE ESPANOL? - Probably at this table. 


PAYBACK - AMA alumni from the Miami area sent to Colonel 
Larry Nicholson, ~75, the biggest "care package" ever re- 
ceived for his Marine troops in Iraq. They also are sending to 
him a flag, above, which flew over Key West with an ac- 
companying certificate so stating. Far left, Gary Cripps, *71. 
Holding flag: Ozzie Ferro, “53, Jorge Rovirosa, *70, Manuel 
Balbis, “53, Al Zayas, °72, and Juan Santalo, °53. 


CATCHING UP - Ed Bright, 67, his wife, Freda, and Goodloe 
Saunders, °57, and his wife, Brenda, enjoying the cruise. 


days. It's no wonder Augusta's staff and faculty survived my 
seven year stint. | was probably mild compared to those 
two characters, although | doubt Colonel Livick would 
agree. 

My only disappointment during the cruise was that so few 
of us took part. What a shame. | was hoping to see a lot 
more familiar faces — Mr. Granger, Mr. DelValle, Mr. et al. 
Still it was a grand time for one and all and | am thrilled to 
have been a part of it. Even as | sat on the plane enroute 
to Atlanta and a pickup truck with a dead battery, | felt 
renewed and grateful that | had taken advantage of a 
wonderful opportunity. I'd really like to thank Jorge 
Rovirosa, ~70, and the rest of the Miami boys for putting 
this thing together. As they say in my neck of the woods, if 
the good Lord's willin' and the crick don't rise, we'll be doing 
this again next year! 


V/A Dhntne frr 
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ROOMATES AGAIN - Gary Cripps, 
‘71, and Jim Hash, ~72, at dinner. 


_ 
me 


IN KEY WEST - On the Conch Train 
is Ben Zinkhan, “60, and Joyce on 
the back seat with Don Studer in 
front of Ben. 


HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSION - On board The Majesty of the Sea, a semi- 
serious parlay took place: Gary Cripps, °71, Al Zayas, *72, Juan Santalo, TRIUMVIRATE - Duke Fancher, *58, 
“53, and Manuel Balbis, “53, were likely discussing the dress code. Who Goodloe Saunders, °57, and Ozzie 


didn't get the word? Ferro, “53, pose for the camera. 


: COCO KEY -This is Coco Key 
- AIZ , 72, and . : : : 
rae ro seo ce 7. pe esl Bahamas, an island owned by the THE SHIP - The AMA cruise ship 
tia first night of iin cruise cruise line. The ship stopped there as seen from Coco Bay. Wait ‘til 
. for a day. next year! 
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A letter from Croatia 


Dr. Bill Ragland, 52, has 
founded biotech company 


Dr. William Ragland, ~52, continues to do research on 
immune suppression, a very serious health and economic 
problem in the commercial poultry industry worldwide. Until 
recently on the faculty at the University of Georgia, Bill has 
just founded a small biotech company in Croatia — ") am 
just that crazy!," he says. 

Bill is developing a test which 
will identify flocks of poultry that 
may benefit from having inter- 
feron added to their drinking 
water. His new company has 
just received a grant from the 
European Community (EC) in 
time for Dr. Ragland to com- 
plete a study for an important 
meeting this fall. "So, this 
summer while most people in 
Croatia were baking in the sun, 
eating calamari and drinking 
wine, | was in chicken houses 
all over the country collecting 
specimens," he says. 

Dr. Ragland reports that he 
has been receiving a number of messages from old AMA 
friends and from his colleges, William and Mary and the 
University of Wisconsin, and is always glad to hear from 
Augusta friends. 

He lives in Supetar on the island Brac, the largest of 
more than a thousand islands in Croatia. "/ commute to 
Zagreb to manage my lab and to the University of Perugia 
in Umbria which is five hours away. My house has a view 
of the sea and the Dinaric Alps. The house is of stone 
three-quarters of a meter thick and is several hundred 
years old. | can walk everywhere | want to in ten minutes 
or less and travel by ferry, bus, train or plane to Zagreb 
and Perugia. | rarely drive my car any more which is quite 
a change for me." 

Ragland was the Sergeant Major on Roger Messick's 
battalion staff in 1951-52. He managed the swimming team, 
marched in the Roller Rifles, was on the Bayonet staff and 
was co-editor of the Recall. An Honor Roll cadet, he was 
also a mainstay on the Decorating Committee. 

Ragland was chosen as the cadet with the most school 
spirit (he was a cheerleader) and was among the "best 
dressed" cadets by vote of the Corps of Cadets. He also 
was a member of the Honor Committee. 


Dr. Bill Ragland, 
1952 Recall 


Contact Bill Ragland at: wrag@rudjer.irb.hr 


MOVING? BE SURE TO SEND ANY CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS TO: AMA ALUMNI HOUSE, 


PO BOX 100, FORT DEFIANCE, VA 24437 


Class of 1967 will mark 
its 40t anniversary 


1967. The year that Augusta rolled over Fishburne 48- 
12, the Green Bay Packers won the first ever Super Bowl, 
and Doc Savedge's yearbook scored 100 out of 100 in the 
National High School Yearbook contest. 

This is the year when Lyndon Johnson was President, 
Colonel Christy became the Commandant and Charlie 
Smith was the Battalion Commander. 
Cool Hand Luke and The Graduate were 
the top films of the year, a new home 
cost $24,600, gas was 33 cents a gallon 
and a first class stamp was five cents. 

Did you know then and do you know 
now, that Colonel Hoover and Colonel 
McCue not only instructed the Class of 
*67 but also our World War Two alumni? 

The ROTC staff included cadet favor- 
ites Mister Hutton, SFC Ernie Mines 
and Master Sergeant Carl Browning. 

Company captains were Rob Nicol (F 
Troop), John Campbell (E Company), 
Ed Longmire (D Company), Jerry Wall (C Company), Alan 
Poole (B Company), Mickey Toms (A Company) and 
Gordon Jernigan (Band Company). 

The year was 1967 and AMA alumni who were in that 
class will be heading to Fort Defiance this coming April for 
their 40" anniversary reunion. Class Agent Mac McInnis, 
“67, is working hard to get cadets from his class to attend 
Reunion 2007. "None of us is getting any younger," he said, 
"and the opportunity to be with our old friends from AMA 

(continued on page 23) 


“Mac” Mcinnis, 
1967 Recall 


The next time you are near 
Culpeper, 
make it a point to visit 


Summer Hill 


Owned and operated by 
ED CHAUNCEY, Class of “49 


Summer Hill of Culpeper features: 
‘+ Custom picture framing 
‘+ Hundreds of 18th and 19th 
Century prints 
+ Antique frames and glass 


Visit us at 15257 Norman Road, Culpeper 
Phone 540/547-9899 


AMA alumni and friends always welcome! 


Jim Stillwagon, “67, All American at 
Ohio State and the first person to 
win the Lombardi Trophy as the 
nation's outstanding lineman, will 
chair the committee which will se- 
lect AMA cadets, teachers and 
coaches for the AMA Sports Hall of 
Fame. 
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Young 
UOUl 


HOPE AND CORKY - Elliott Ridge, “59, looked good 
when he and Hope visited the AMA Museum in August. 
He suffered a stroke a couple of years back and is 
making a remarkable recovery. While at AMA, the Ridges 
had dinner at The Bistro with, clockwise from left, 
Clyde Ramsey, ©49, Ann (Mrs. Luke) Snyder, *60, Good- 
loe Saunders, °57, Duke Fancher, 58, Brenda Saunders, 
George Holt, “60, and Cheryl, Elliott and Hope. 
Photo by Luke Snyder, “60 


Far, 
y KIA 


Q5 


an Pugl 


mini ret union in 


"Where is my Bayonet? 
Why am | late getting it?" 


A message from Ed Click, °50, 
Keeper of the AMA Mailing List 


It always pleases me that those queries are made to Bob 
Bradford, as he has nothing to do with the mailings and 
has no more influence over the US Postal Service than 
have I. 

For those who don't know, the newsletters are mailed 
from Harrisonburg, VA, as third class mail. Third class is 
just that: it is handled after first class, and probably after 
coffee breaks, too. The delays are not at the mailing end, 
they are most likely at your local post office or a USPS 
center serving your area. 

We frequently hear that someone a few hundred miles 
away has not received his Bayonet while Bob Guggen- 
heimer has received and commented on his in Spain. Even 
the cheapest mailing is flown overseas, and all we could do 
about this inequity was to ask Bob not to mention having 
received his copy! 

First class mailing would cost over $2.00 per copy, and 
| will send yours first class if you want to pay $10.00 a year 
for it. Just send your check to the AMA Foundation at Box 
100, Fort Defiance 24437, and | will mail your copy first 
class. | still cannot guarantee delivery, but | can send it first 
class. 

SOMETHING THAT EVERYONE CAN DO: Assure that 

we have your complete, current address. | continue to have 
returns marked "undeliverable as addressed" when the 
addressee has not moved from an address that has been 
used successfully for years. A change of postmen, post- 
masters, and sorting machinery causes this. 
READ YOUR ADDRESS ON THIS ISSUE AND CORRECT 
IT IF NECESSARY. E-mail correction is fine, written notice 
is good, and they even answer the telephones at the AMA 
Alumni House. 

And please let us know when your address does change. 

It costs us more than $5.00 when a newsletter is returned. 
oo 6 6S © 
E-mail address: AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 
By mail: P. O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24437 
Phone: 540/248-3007 


Servicemen's toast by Jim Hash, °72 

For 20 years, Jim Hash, ~72, and a friend have toasted 
fallen comrades on Memorial Day. This year, Jim wrote a 
toast which likely will be heard at Reunion 2007: 


For all my lost brothers and sisters at arms from wherever 
you hailed across this nation to whatever foreign soil tasted your 
courageous blood, hear this: | honor you! | salute you! | humbly 
bow my head in thanks today and every day. May your souls 
find peace in God's grace and may your survivors reap your 
share of this nation's wealth, freedom, and, above all, gratitude 
from those who have benefitted from your ultimate sacrifice. 

Here's to you! 
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Pictured at right is 
Will Parkins from 
the Class of 1935. 
Colonel Parkins is 
holding the certifi- 
cate he received 
when he was given 
the AMA Alumni 
Medal at Reunion 
2005. "He is very 
proud of having 
received this high 
honor," says son 
Bill, ~70. Colonel 
Parkins lives at the 
Bridgewater Home 
in Bridgewater and 
is always happy to 
see AMA folks! 


SMA graduate praises Bayonet 


Writing to Ben Zinkhan, “60, Bud Mihalek, a 1966 gradu- 
ate of SMA, wrote: "/ would appreciate it if you could put 
me on the mailing list to receive The Bayonet. | enjoy read- 
ing and learning about AMA. Your paper is so much better 
done than SMA's." Thanks very much, Bud. 


Let our creative staff at Mid Valley Press help you work out 
all the details and complete your project right on schedule 


(800) 248-5746 


PALS 
aaa Ss 
cme at “ei 
MID VALLEY PRESS 
(540) 248-5300 ¢ Fax: (540) 248-5302 
46 Laurel Hill Rd ¢ P.O. Box 998 ¢ Verona, Virginia 24482 
mvpart@adelphia.net * mvpsales@adelphia.net 


HAPPIER DAY - At the reunion, standing, I. to r., Jorge Rovirosa, ~70, Victor 
Gomez, 69, Tom Barnes, 72, and, seated, Ed Longmire, *68, and Alan Poole, 
*67. Who could have known that Alan would so soon be gone from our midst? 


AMA’s Headquarters Hotel 
Bie 
« Holiday Sw 
Golf and Conference Center 
116 spacious rooms 


Two-line data port phones 
Golf packages, course on premises 


Indoor/outdoor pool 
Exercise facility 
Near AMA and the heart of Staunton 


Special rates for AMA alumni and friends who 
volunteer at the AMA Alumni House/Museum 


Route I-81, Exit 225 at Route 275 
Staunton, VA 24401 
1/800/932-9061 FAX 540/248-2908 
www.holiday-inn.com/stauntonva 


Colonel and Mrs. Livick 


50 years for Mal and Linda 


Colonel Malcolm Livick and Linda Roller Livick celebrated their 
50" wedding anniversary with a reception in John Craig Hall at the 
Augusta Stone Church. Mal Livick, AMA's one time superintendent, and 
Linda, General Roller's granddaughter welcomed guests on a July 
weekend. Their four surviving children also were there. Pictured below 
are Lieutenant Colonel Todd Livick, ~81, Lee Livick Hahn, Mal 
Livick, Jr., -75, and Charlie Livick, 77, at the reception. 


AMA's founder 
2007 is 100" anniversary of 
Professor Roller's death 


On 26 August 1907, Professor Charles Summerville Roller 
passed away at home, the present location of the AMA 
Museum. He was the father of Colonel Tom Roller, 
General Charles S. Roller, Jr. (The Big Boy), and 
Maggie Belle Roller Robinson. At Reunion 2007, the 
Professor will be honored. Reprinted herewith is an excerpt 
from an article about Professor Roller, written in 1908. 

oo 666 6 G&G G 

Charles Summerville Roller was born at Mount Sidney on 
May 9, 1839. The Roller family, which is a prominent one in 
the Shenandoah Valley, is of German origin; the original 
name was Roler spelled with just one "I." 

The first Roller of whom history gives an account as an 
emigrant to America was Johannes Roller who came to this 
country in 1748. Charles S. Roller is descended from Johan 
Peter Roller who emigrated from Germany and first settled 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania in 1752. In 1767, he moved to 
Virginia and in 1779 purchased a large tract of land on North 
River, since which time his descendants have played a 
considerable part in the social, business and political history 
of their section. 

Charles Roller's youth was spent in Mount Sidney where 
he was known for his great strength, his love of athletics and 
horsemanship, and his devotion to books. The German thrift 
and industry which characterized his forefathers continued in 
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CUTTING THE CAKE - Linda and Mal on their 
50" anniversary. The Livicks actually had two 
celebrations, one at their home and the one 
pictured here at the Old Stone Church. 


their descendants, and young Charles was required to help 
out on his father's farm. As a matter of fact, he spent most 
of his summers as a farm hand at work in the fields, attend- 
ing school in the winter. He attended Paxton's classical 
school in Augusta County and later the Mossy Creek 
Academy. During the 1859-60 and 1860-61 sessions, he 
attended the Universty of Virginia. 

When the War Between the States began, Roller joined 
the Confederate Army serving as a member of Company E, 
1* Virginia Regiment of J.E.B. Stuart's cavalry. He was 
slightly wounded and captured by the enemy the day before 
Lee's surrender at Appomattox. After the war, he conducted 
a school at Fort Defiance which he has since managed with 
great success and distinction. He later created the Augusta 
Military Academy which is now not only one of the best of 
its kind in Virginia, but as being unexcelled in the whole 
South in its discipline and instruction. 

Mr. Roller served from 1883 to 1885 as principal of the 
State Institution for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind in Staunton 
and since 1885 principal and owner of Augusta Military 
Academy. He was for more than fifteen years a Justice of 
the Peace in his county magisterial district, and represented 
Augusta County as a Delegate in the General Assembly of 
Virginia during the years 1871-73. 

Mr. Roller is a Presbyterian and a member of the congre- 
gation of the "Old Stone Church," which since the days of the 
pioneers in Augusta, has been a conspicuous lankmark of 
Presbyterianism in the Valley. In politics, Mr. Roller is a 
Republican having left the Democratic Party over the state 
debt issue in the eighties. o 6 &© © G 
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AMA records review continues 


Five dedicated AMA friends are continuing to go through 
boxes of records from the years when AMA was in opera- 
tion. Ed Chauncey, “49, his wife, Bobby, Bill Rubush, “49, 
and his wife, Charlene, and Victor Gomez, “69, managed 
to examine the contents of four boxes over the summer. 

Says Chauncey, "We found some pretty interesting items. 
For example, we found that a motion picture about AMA 
was made in the 1940's. We are trying to find out more 
about that. We also found letters from a *43 alumnus who 
wanted to go to West Point. His father pulled all kinds of 
strings to get him an appointment, then the fellow decided 
he didn't want to go to West Point after all. | don't know 
how the father took the news but | can guess!" 

Ed also said that the project is quite interesting: "You 
never know what you are going fo find. | hope some other 
alumni and AMA friends will volunteer to help us with this 
project." 


Were you in the AMA Band? 


The proudest of the 
proud at AMA were 
always the members 
of the AMA Band! 


Now, you can have 
an official 


AMA Band cap! 


Navy with white letters 
and gold harp 


$20 catalog #104 


Order form located inside 
back page 


BELL PA. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


Criminal Defense, Family Law, Automobile/Personal Injury, Worker's 
Compensation, Immigration issues, Wills, Estates, Creditor’s claims, 
Debtor's rights, including Bankruptcy. 


John T. Bell 54 


Bell Tower Building 

101 West Jefferson Street 

Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Phone: (301) 762-1717 


A Law Firm engaged in the general practice of law. Specializing in 


Fax: (301) 279-7755 
| 
——— ee 


Photo by Jerry Morgan 


AMA Air Force veterans invited 
to USAF Memorial in Arlington 


The U. S. Air Force Memorial, adjacent to the Arlington 
National Cemetery, was dedicated 14-15 October. Built on 
a hillside, the unobstructed view from the memorial is 
downtown Washington and the now reconstructed 
side of The Pentagon which was partially destroyed 
in the terrorist attack of 11 September 2001. 

Air Force Retired Major General Edward F. 
Grillo, Jr., President of the Air Force Memorial 
Foundation, said, "We appreciate the interest in the 
memorial by members of the Augusta Military 
Academy Alumni Association and look forward to 
welcoming your Air Force veterans and others 
when the memorial is opened." 

Those interested in the memorial can visit their 
website at: www.AirForceMemorial.org. Here, one 
can see an artist's rendition of what the memorial 
will look like when completed. 

Duke Fancher, 58, reports that he will be able 
to see the memorial from the balcony of his 
Arlington home. 

We thank Duke and photographer Jerry Morgan 
for getting the story to us and for taking the photo. 


Former First Captain and 
museum volunteer Paul 
Bratton, 78, passes away 


Paul Hanger Bratton, 48, AMA First Captain and later 
a valued volunteer at the AMA Museum, passed away 13 
June 2006 in the Stonewall Jackson Hospital in Lexington 
after a long illness. He was 78 years old. 

A member of @d Qstra per Aspera, 
Bratton was twice named the hardest 
working cadet at AMA and the cadet 
with the most school spirit. As a cadet 
and afterwards as a military staff 
member, Bratton was a very special 
assistant to General Roller. 

After graduating from AMA, Paul went 
into the Army and after reporting to Fort 
Meade was assigned to the ROTC 
detachment at Augusta serving until 
1952 when he was discharged with a 
special letter of commendation from the 
Commanding General, Second Army. He 
went on to serve ten years in the Virginia Defense Force. 

Living in Millboro, VA 
near the Homestead, 
Bratton was in the 
hardware business for 
many years working 
until 1973 at Worthing- 
ton Hardware serving 
as president and 
general manager. 
Afterwards he owned 
and operated Bratton's 


Paul Bratton, 
1948 Recall 


Hardware and 
Explosives Company 
until 1978. 


He served as a 
director and chairman 
of the Staunton Re- 
development and 
Housing Authority 1963-1976, was a 50 year member of the 
Staunton Lion's Club, and chairman of various Chamber of 
Commerce Committees. Bratton was on the board of King's 
Daughter's Hospital and the YMCA. 

He served on the Bath County Development Corporation, 
the Augusta Industrial Development Corporation, and the 
Staunton Retail Merchants Association. Bratton was on the 
advisory board of Old Dominion Savings and Loan and 
received a Distinguished Service Award from the Staunton 
Jaycees. 

A early skeptic about the creation of the AMA Alumni 
House/Museum, he became one of the museum's most 
faithful volunteers. Until his health began to fail him, he was 
at the museum almost every week to take a turn as docent. 
A long time director of the AMA Alumni Association, he 

(continued on page 20) 


Paul Bratton, “48, volunteers 
at the AMA Museum, 2004. 
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Infirmary donor, former 
association president 
V. P. Leavel dies at 87 


Vallie Porter "V.P." Leavel, 39, former President of the 
AMA Alumni Association and chairman of the committee 
which built AMA's new infirmary in the mid 1970's, died 21 
June 2006 at Avante in Waynesboro at age 87. 

Leavel was active in the affairs of the AMA Alumni 
Association from the date of its founding in 1970. A co- 
founder of American Standard Homes Corporation, he 
arranged to have both preliminary and final plans for the 
new infirmary prepared 
at no cost to the 
alumni association. In 
1974, Leavel pledged 
his company to con- 
struct the infirmary with 
no profit to the com- 
pany. He made many 
trips to Fort Defiance 
for consultations and 
site planning. 

V. P. led a four year 
fund raising campaign 
to secure the neces- 
sary $50,000 to pay for 
the construction cost, a 
considerable obligation 
for the fledgling alumni 
association to undertake. 

Four years later in 1978, the project was completed and 
Leavel, then President of the AMA Alumni Association, held 
the bank note on high as the late Mickey Gordon, *39, 
applied a flame to the document to 
signify that the infirmary had been paid 
for in full by AMA alumni. 

In the meantime, Leavel paid to have 
one of the Big Barracks rooms reno- 
vated, leading other alumni to follow suit. 
New lockers and a new window and 
door were installed together with new 
study tables, wall mouldings and fresh 
plastering. He received the AMA Alumni 
Medal in 1999. 

In recent years, V.P. had attended 
the annual alumni reunions accompanied 
by his son, Scott, Class of 1978. 

In World War II, Leavel served with the 94" Division, 
earning a Silver Star for heroism. He also served with 
distinction in the 2" Chemical Mortar Battalion in Korea 
during the Korean War. 

After his military service, he moved to Martinsville, VA 
where he co-founded American Standard Homes. He later 
moved to Fort Worth, Texas, then came back to Virginia. 

At AMA, he was First Sergeant of D Company and Sec- 

(continued on page 20) 


V. P. Leavel, *39, with his son, 
Scott, °78, at Reunion 2003. 


V. P. Leavel, 
1938 Recall 
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Sinclair Agnew Adam, Jr., 32 

21 June 2006, of a heart attack in 
West Chester, PA, age 91. Graduate 
of Penn State with studies at the 
Wharton School and the University of 
Chicago. Practiced landscape achi- 
tecture in Massachusetts. Worked as 
civilian engineer 
on the construc- 
tion of air bases 
and ports during 
World War Two. 
1 lieutenant, 
Seabees, finishing 
the war on Tinian. 
Later practiced 
architecture in 
Korea, Japan, 
Canada and the 
U.S. Adam served 
on the Westtown 
Township Planning Commission for 26 
years. Survived by his wife, Margaret; 
two sons, Andrew and Sinclair; a 
daughter, Margaret McLaughlin; three 
grandchildren; and a brother, George 
Edwin Adam, “35, of Webster, TX. At 
AMA: Band, swimming team, YMCA, 
photography editor, The Recall, ab 
Astra per Aspera. 


Sinclair Adam, 
1932 Recall 


Vallie Porter “V.P." Leavel, Jr., 39 
See story on page 17 


William A. B. Ditto, ~41 
7 April 2006, at Brick Hospital, Mount 
Pleasant, NJ, age 81. President and 
founder of Ditto Insulation. He 
donated the insulation when the new 
AMA Infirmary was constructed. World 
War Il Navy veteran. Attended the 
University of Maryland. Member, 
Lumberman's 
Association of 
New Jersey, and 
Bay Head Shores 
Property Owners 
Association. Past 
President, Bay 
Head Shores 


Fishing Club. = 
Survived by his 

wife, Elizabeth Bill Ditto, 
Thompson _ Ditto; 1941 Recall 


five sons, William, 
lll of Howell, NJ, 
Stephen of Hot Sulphur Springs, CO, 
Lawrence of Brown Mills, NJ, David of 
Spring Lake Heights, NJ, and Michael 
of Point Pleasant, NJ; a sister, Mary 
Pearsall of Scotch Plains, NJ, and two 
grandsons. At AMA: track, tennis, 
cavalry unit, platoon sergeant, B 
Company. 


Leonard Salasky, ~43 
6 June 2006, in Sacramento, CA, 81. 
In the lumber business in New York 
State before moving West to Sacra- 
mento with his brother. Served in CID, 
U.S. Army, World War Il. Left the 
lumber business in 1972 and went in 
the men's retail 
consignment 
business (his wife, 
Carol, was in the 
female consign- 
ment business). 
Golfer, avid gin 
rummy player, he 
and Carol took a 
four month motor 


home tour of the Leonard 
United States Salasky, 
after retirement. 1943 Recall 
Survived by his ~~ 
wife, Carol; three 

daughters, Sheryl Salasky of 
Talkeetra, AK, Marilou Salasky 


Goldman of Tel Aviv, Israel, and Meg 
Salasky Schentes of Frisco, TX; and a 
son, Craig Salasky of Fair Oaks, CA. 
At AMA: C Company. 


Roller Society member 
Jeanne Morrissette 
(Mrs. Clyde) Ramsey 


Jeanne Elizabeth Morrissette 
Ramsey, the wife of Clyde H. 
Ramsey, “49, passed away 6 
January 2006. 
She was a 
member of the 
Roller Society. 
The Ramseys 
would have 
celebrated 
their 50th 
anniversary 25 
August. 

She was a 
graduate of 
Randolph- 
Macon 
Woman's College and_ spent 
several years at the Bureau of 
Naval Personnel in Washington. 

On her mother's side, she was 
descended from William Woodson 
who arrived in Jamestown in 
1620. On her father's side, she 
was a ninth generation descen- 
dant of Pierre Moriset who landed 
in Jamestown in 1700. 


Jeanne 
Ramsey 


Harry Hanger Hamilton, ~44 

28 June 2006, in Atlanta, GA, age 80. 
Immediately following his one year at 
AMA, he went into the military service 
in Patton's Third Army in World War II. 
Brother of Thomas Hamilton, ~49, 
and Elbert "Unk" Hamilton, “42, who 
died from wounds he re-ceived in the 
Normandy in-vasion on D-Day, 1944, 
and first cousin of Duke Fancher, *58. 
Their father was Frank Hamilton, 
Class of 1909. Preceded in death in 
2002 by his wife of 50 years, Alice. 
Survived by three children: Linda, Jane 
and Harry, Jr, and three grandchildren. 
Reported by Duke 
Fancher, “58. 


Arthur A. Boothe, 
Jr., ~45 
21 September 
2005, in Orlando, 
FL, age 79, after a 
three year battle 
with cancer. 
President of Arch 


Arthur Boothe, 
1945 Recall 


Boothe & Associates, a manufacturer's 
rep company working with hotels and 
resorts in the Southeast. At AMA: 
Captain, Band Company, boxing 
manager, President of Final Ball. 
Reported by his son, Arch Boothe, III. 


William Edward Pitts, “45 

20 August 2006, in Mathews, VA after 
a long illness, 79. Veteran of the Army 
Air Corps. Virginia State Police, 
Newport News 
City Police De- 
partment and 
Newport News 
Shipyard guard. 
Survived by his 
wife of 60 years, 
Kaye Sawyer 
Pitts; a daughter, 
Linda Pitts Soucek 
of Franklin; and 
sons, Allen and 
Mathias; four 
grandchildren;and 
two great granddaughters. At AMA: 
Color Guard, Sergeant, D Company, 
track, JV and varsity football, YMCA 
Cabinet, Honor Committee. 


Bill Pitts, 
1945 Recall 


LTC Thomas W. Cohoon, Il, *46 
20 July 2006, in Suffolk, age 78. 
Served 26 years in U.S. Army in- 
cluding service in 
Vietnam. Entered 
Army straight from 
AMA, was a master 
sergeant five years 
later, then received 
a direct commission 
in the Artillery. 


Member, VFW, 
American Legion, 
Tom Cohoon, Sons of Con- 


federate Veterans. 
For 22 years, he 
was employed by 
UNIFI Corporation. Survived by his 
wife, Ida "Bee" Barrett Cohoon; 
daughters Rebecca Cohoon Napolillo 
of Lynchburg and Leslie Cohoon 
Quihuis of Midlothian, VA; a son, Willis 
Everett of Midlothian; five grandchild- 
ren; and one great-grandchild. At AMA: 
Honor Committee, Gd Astra per Aspera. 
Reported by Jim Lane, “49. 
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W. Vincent Barber, 47 
9 January 2006, at home in Rock- 
ledge, FL, 77. Survived by his wife, 


Guenn, and three 
children: a 
daughter and two 
sons. University of 
Virginia. Vince 
moved to Florida 
in 1955 but kept in 
touch with his 
Virginia Beach 
friends. At AMA: 
Five year cadet, 
1st lieutenant, C 
Company, golf, 
Tiger Basketball, AMA Flying Club, 
track, Roller Rifles. Reported by Jim 
Lane, “49. (Death previously reported 
in the Spring 2006 issue) 


Vince Barber, 
1947 Recall 


Paul Hanger Bratton, “48 
See story on page 17 


John A. "Jack" Ramsey, Jr., ~48 
5 June 2006, after a long illness, in 
Ivor, VA. Owner-operator of Ramsey 
Brothers, Inc. for 38 years. An agri- 
businessman involved. with general 
farming, a dairy operation and the 
raising of beef cattle. He attended 
Virginia Tech. Founding Director of the 
Bank of Isle of Wight and later 
Chairman of the Board. Director, 
James River Bankshares; Director, 
First Virginia Bank; Vice Chairman, 
James River Bank/Colonial. Survived 
by his wife of 50 years, Mildred Corvin 
Ramsey; a daughter, Nancy Augustus 
Ramsey; and sons John Augustus 
Ramsey, Ill, °73, Reed Corvin Ramsey 
and Edwin Cobb Ramsey; and two 
grandchildren. At AMA: Honor Roll, JV 
football. Reported by Jay Fox, ~53. 


Amold "Amie" 
Steinitz, ~49 
16 April 1988, in 
Florida, age 57. 


His wife, 
Henrietta, died 
soon afterward. 


Survived by three 
children. At AMA: 
sergeant in B 


“Arnie” 
Company, Tiger 
football. Reported Steinitz, 


by Jerry 1948 Recall 


Wildman, ~57. 


Robert Soutter Knox, Jr., ~51 
25 July 2006, at Frederick Memorial 
Hospital, Frederick, MD after a long 


The Bayonet 19 
illness. Enlisted in 


the U.S. Army 
shortly after 
graduating from 


AMA. He volun- 
teered for Airborne 
and served in the 
Korean War with 
the 187" Airborne 
Infantry Regiment. 
Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart, Combat 
Infantryman Badge. Attended the 
University of Virginia and the University 
of Maryland. Twenty years service with 
the Rockville, MD Police Department 
retiring as a sergeant. Then, he had a 
second career with the Federal 
government using his knowledge of 
photography in classified operations 
until he retired again in 1998. A faithful 
attendee at the annual AMA alumni 
reunions until recent years. At AMA: 
Roller Rifles, Tiger football, fencing, 
lacrosse, Flying Club. Survived by his 
wife of 41 years, Nancy Knox; three 
sons, Douglas of Hagerstown, MD, 
Robert, Il and Thomas, both of 
Frederick; and a step-grandson. 


Bob Knox, 
1951 Recall 


James Lee 

Fletcher, “63 
13 August 2006, at Ruby Memorial 
Hospital, Morgantown, VW. Attended 
Davis and Elkins College and the 
University of 
Virginia. U.S. Army. 
Took over his 
father's insurance 
business in Elkins, 
WV. Sold the 
agency in 1994 
and retired in 1997, 
moving to Florida. 
Two time President 
of the Randolph 


County Convention vans 
and Visit Fletchers 
OTS 4963 Bayonet 


Bureau. Two time 
President of Elkins- 
Randolph County Chamber of Com- 
merce; Member of the Year. At AMA: 
Captain, | Headquarters Company, 
Roller Rifles, Cotillion Club, football, 
basketball, track, swimming, lacrosse, 
Honor Roll, Privilege List. Survived by 
his wife, Sarah Thompson Fletcher of 
Canaan Valley; a son, Benjamin, of 
Charlotte, NC; two brothers, David of 
Elkins and Tom of Fairmont, VW; and 
a sister, Better Fletcher Ruddle of 
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Edgewater, MD. Reported by Frank 
Williamson, “60. 


Alan L. Poole, °67 

16 August 2008, in a Minot, North 
Dakota hospital, age 58, pulmonary 
embolism. Enlisted in the Air Force in 
1968 with service 
in the Vietnam 
War. He was dis- 
charged in 1972 at 
Minot Air Force 
Base where he 
made his home. 
Firefighter for the 
City of Minot since 
1976. Model rail- 
road and model 
airplane hobbyist. 
Made an annual 
trip from Minot to 
the annual AMA reunion. He was 
buried with full military honors pre- 
sented by the Minot Air Force Base 
Honor Guard. Honorary bearers were 
current and retired members of the 
Minot Fire Department. Survived by his 
wife, Sandra, of Minot; a son, Alan L., 
Jr., of Salt Lake City; step-sons Billy 
and Bobby Schlinder and grandson 
Tyler, all of Minot; and his father, Leo 
W. Poole of Minot. At AMA: Cadet 
Captain and Company Commander, B 
Com-pany, Roller Rifles, Privilege List, 
Honor Committee, JV football, track, 
tennis, basketball. Reported by Ed 
Longmire, “67, Jerry Wildman, *57, 
and Jorge Rovirosa, ~70. 


A 


Alan Poole, 
1967 Recall 


William Pete 

“Butch" Tolbert, 
“71 

In early 2006, of a 
brain tumor. No 
other details are 
immediately avail- 
able. At AMA: 2" 
lieutenant, battalion 


| fe Was x 
T\} 
if 


“Butch” staff, Mess Hall 

Tolbert, officer, fencing, 

1971 Recall Roller Rifles, Honor 
Roll. 


Douglas Allen Fussell, *78 
in Wilmington, DE from complications 
of diabetes, date of death not known. 
Reported by his mother. 


Carl Leo Schmitz, Jr., °78 
23 August 2006, in Midlothian, VA after 


a prolonged bout with a malignant 
brain tumor, age 46. Graduated from 
Langley High in McLean. BS in 
commerce from University of Virginia. 
CPA, chartered financial analyst and 
investment banker until his illness 
caused his retirement in 2003. Raven 
Society at UVA, Chi Psi fraternity. 
Survived by his wife of 24 years, 
Cynthia of Midlothian; a daughter, 
Kathryn; a son, Jacob; his parents, 
Carl Leo Schmitz, “49, of Great Falls, 
VA, and his mother, Elizabeth; his 
siblings, Sue Carter of Winchester, 
William Schmitz of Great Falls, Linda 
Crumpacker of Winchester and Eric 
Schmitz of Auburn. Reported by 
Buddy McCausland, “39, and Lewis 
Mundin, *53. 


BRATTON from page 17 
received an AMA Alumni Medal in 
2003. 

Paul is survived by his wife, Ruby 
Cason Bratton of Millboro (who is an 
employee of The Homestead); four 
sons: Paul, Junior of Talkeetna, 
Alaska, John of Staunton, David of 
Millboro, and Master Sergeant Michael 
of Fort Bragg, NC; a_ brother, 
Reverend Jesse Bratton of Vinton, VA; 
eleven grandchildren; and five great- 
grandchildren. 

A funeral with full military honors 
was held at Millboro Springs with 


interment at Windy Cove Cemetery. 


LEA VEL from page 17 


retary of the Cotillion Club. Leavel 
was on the advertising staff of both 
the Bayonet and the Recall, and The 
Recall also named him Best Dancer. 

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Nancy Ann, and his sisters, 
Louise Hiner and Arnesa Whitlock. He 
is survived by two sons: Porter Leavel 
and Scott Leavel, ~78, of Kitty Hawk, 
NC; two daughters, Tighe Leavel of 
Rockaway Park, NY and Tracy Leavel 
Barry of Fort Worth; and five grand- 
children. 


If you become aware of the death 
or serious illness of an AMA cadet 
or staff or faculty member, notify 
AMA Chaplain Frank Spencer, °49, 
at: 2frankspencer@myway.com. 
And/or : AMABayonet@aol.com 
Thank you! 


Wildman, Fancherand 
Conrad work on the 
classes of the fifties 


Three alumni who graduated from 
AMA in the 1950s are trying to en- 
ergize alumni from that era to pro- 
mote their attendance at next year's 
reunion. Dave Conrad, ~59, Jerry 
Wildman, “57, and Duke Fancher, 
“58, plan a letter writing and personal 
contact campaign to bring back to Fort 
Defiance as many cadets from the 
decade of the “50s as possible. 

"We plan to do some things at the 
reunion that will remind us all of that 
time and place," Fancher says. "We 
are looking for ideas from any alumni 
who attended AMA from 1950 through 
1959. If you were at AMA during 
those years, you will be hearing from 
us and we want to hear from you." 


No news on Big Barracks 

No decision has been made by the 
owners of AMA on the future of Big 
Barracks. Reverend Greg Douglas, 
who lives on campus in the former 
infirmary, represents the Pentecostal 
chuches which own the school. He 
said that work is now being done on 
the laboratories next to the Academic 
Building and after that is completed, 
they will decide on a course of action 
for Big Barracks. In any event, the 
facade will be maintained. 


Where are you? 


We have four members of the AMA 
family who commit to covering the 
AMA Museum one day a week each 
and who have to fill in on weekends 
when no other person has volun- 
teered. Sergeant Joe Josephson, 
Goodloe Saunders, 57, Ben 
Zinkhan, “60, and Sergeant Don 
Studer each man the AMA Alumni 
House/Museum for a day each week. 
This they are glad to do. But when no 
one volunteers for Saturday or Sun- 
day, they have to cover those six hour 
shifts too (10 AM until 4 PM). How 
about helping out? Guys have come 
from far away to help while some who 
live a few miles from the museum 
have yet to volunteer. We need you. 

Where are you? 
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AMA CUTTING BOARD 
Tempered glass cutting board. Padded feet. 


Big Barracks in the snow. 


#m218 - $25 each 


Order blank inside back cover 


"It was a great weekend at AMA" 


That's what Jim Mitchell, “76, had to say about the August 
weekend when he volunteered at the AMA Museum. Says Jim, 
"Sergeant Studer got us set up to man the museum and helped 
Chris Vetick, 77, and | have one of the nicest, most memorable 


nal 


weekends we have had in years!" Shown above, |. to r., Jim, 
| Chris, Mal Livick, Jr., “75, Keith Sterling, *76, and Brett 
Thompson, °75. Mitchell says, "The museum is incredible." 


s 7 An AMA SPORTS HALL OF FAME will be announced 


just before the 2008 reunion with those named to the 
Hall of Fame being honored at Reunion 2008. 

We are looking for nominations from every sport ever 
played at Augusta: baseball, basketball, boxing, cavalry, 
cross country, fencing, football, golf, lacrosse, rifle, rugby, 
soccer, swimming, tennis, track and field, and wrestling. 
Who do you remember as a star in one or more of these 
sports at AMA, and after? 

Who were the best coaches at AMA, and after? 


Get your nominations in right away! 


SEND NOMINATIONS TO 
THE HALL OF FAME 
to: 

SPORTS HALL OF FAME 
c/o THE BAYONET 
12 WOODSIDE DRIVE 
DANVILE, CA 94506 
or by e-mail to: 
AMABayonet@aol.com 
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TELL IT TO THE MARINES! - Roger Mullis, °76, center 
in the dark shirt, is a freelance photographer who has 
just spent a tour in Iraq with the 5" Marine Regiment 
in lraq commanded by Colonel Larry Nicholson, ~75. 


Smoke D's Bait & Tackle Shop, LLC 


Gregg & Dana Davidson, owners 


Mullis lives in Palo Cedro, CA. 


Class Of 1967 continued from page 10 
should have everyone from the Class of “67 excited. A lot 
has changed in 40 years but old friendships never do." 

Mcinnis says he has never met a cadet "who returned to 
the campus who didn't have a very special experience with 
renewed friendships and renewed memories. | would like to 
see the Class of 1967 really make a good showing at Re- 
union 2007 just like we did at Reunion 2002." 

You can e-mail Mac at: mmcinnis@glcva.com 

"| would like to hear from guys in my class so that we 
can plan something special for the Class of 1967," he says. 


CAPS! CAPS! CAPS! 


One size fits all AMA heads 


All cotton and cotton/poly 

C101-Augusta Military 
Ac ‘a/d'e¢m ¥. 

cotton/poly, navy 
C102-Ad Astra, 
cotton/poly, navy 
C103 - All cotton, 
white w/AMA logo 
Order blank inside back cover 


$10 each 


Military Acsh*) > } \ 


10603 Port Republic Road 
Port Republic, UA 24471 
540/249-3096 
Bass Pro Shop merchandise 
Fishing & hunting licenses 
Fishing and hunting 
supplies 
Live and artificial bait 


Tanning bed 
Candles 
Baked goods 
Virginia made 
marinades 
Full deli 
Hot and cold Foods 
Canoe, kayak and tube rentals 
Novelty & gift items 


smokedsbait@aol.com 


www.smokedsbaitandtackle.com 


BROTHERS - The Hume boys. 
L., Bob, “63, from Harrisonburg 
and Jim, 57, who lives in San 
Matec, CA. 


AT THE DOOR - Steve McLean, °78, "= 
visits from Birchrunville, PA. 


THE FOUR HORSEMEN - Stalwart volunteers 

all, this quartet poses on the Alumni House 
steps: Don Studer, Ben Zinkan, 60, Goodloe 
Saunders, 57, and Duke Fancher, 58. 


ROCKETMAN - John Collins, °52, and 
Carole from Robbinsville, NC. He re- 
tired after a brilliant career as an froniihioniain 
engineer on the U. S. Space Program. 


AD ASTRA - Buddy Krise, °57, 
and Sandra visit the museum 


VIETNAM EXHIBIT - Mr. and Mrs. Howard Bam 
Suthers, “67, visit the Vietnam War exhibit. 


The AMA Alumni House/Museum 
is open 10 AM until 4 PM 


Tuesday through Sunday. Closed Mondays. 
GIVE OUR REGARDS TO BROADWAY - Kids from the Broadway High 
School summer session visited the AMA Museum in June. 


to 


Top, left, Mark Jefferies, “70, and Pam Hinker, from Falling Waters, WV, They saw the signs on I-81. Top, center, 
David Foley, 55, and his grandson, Chris Spoon, from Chandler, OK. Top, right, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Allsbrook, 


RECENT 


‘71, visited from Virginia Beach. 


—= —~y Qn ar 


Don Schwebel, °75, and his family on a Spring 
visit to the Museum, They live in Petersburg. 


Colonel Bill "Bronco" 


Lane, “68, has retired Roger Busby, ‘79, and family drove over from 
from the Army, but is Ghent, WV. 


staying on in South 

Korea as a consultant. 8 
Right, Donald Radford, °58, from 

Geneva, NY; below, left, Rick Hardie, “67, 
from Alexandria. Below, center, Michael 
Burgess, 69. Below, right, Captain John 
Wright, “63, from Newport News on his first 


visit to the museum. "The volunteers have 
really done a great job,” John says. 


Hugo Leroy-Beaulieu, °75, visits the museum 
from Athens, TN. 


THE AMA 
GIFT-GIVING 
MATRIX 


Cash ja 
i Securities or real estate gE 


fangible personal property 
_held long term 


Bequest 


Living or testamentary trust 


ae 7 at Charitable remainder uty trusf = 


an uity (where available) H 


UN (where available) 


Your gift makes a huge difference. 


ad 


How You Own Property 
May Affect Your Estate 
Planning 


PE simple, Hiipy 


cy in common im 


b 


a snip Sa ancy with rights of survivor- 
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Where do you look to find the e-mail = [F 


address of an AMA alumnus? Or to mmm mn 
see on-line your senior year Recall, a 


the one you lost when you moved? Or 


| members of the AMA honor society. 
There is a letter from AMA Alumni 

AT a Association President Garry Granger, 

| “71, and a listing of past AMA Legacy 


to see pictures from a past AMA 


reunion or get information about 
the AMA Scholarships? 

The answer is: AMAAlumni.org. 
This is the official Augusta Military 
Academy web site, lovingly main- 
tained by B.J. d'Orsay, *70, who 
built and massages the site. 

Would you like a tour of the 
AMA Museum? It is available on 
our we > starting you off at the 
front door and taking you through 
all the display areas. This feature 
is updated periodically to include 
recent additions to the displays at 
the museum. 

By going to AMAAlumni.org, 
one can get information on the 
Roller Society, the AMA Alumni Foundation and a brief 
history of the school from its start to its end. There are 
pictures from AMA reunions going back to 1999 and photos 
from Reunion 2006 are still being added. You will also find 
a unique air view of the AMA campus and its surrounding 
area. The on line scrapbook is filled with memories from 
of former cadets and faculty members and the 
@d Astra per Agpera roster contains a biography of most 


a 


B. J. d'Orsay, °70, at home in Lubbock, TX 


Scholarship winners. A_ section 
called "Class Notes" has a 
number of photos of the school 
and of AMA alumni in their travels 
around the world. 

You can look up an e-mail 
address either by class. or 
alphabetically and you can see the 
entire Recall from a number of 
class years. In that regard, we are 

looking for fellows who are 
willing to scan the yearbooks not 
yet on the web page. The Recall 
scanning project is being 
managed by Bruce Nicholson, 
“62, who you can contact at: 
Brucnichol@aol.com if you are 
willing to scan a yearbook or two. 
If you don't have a scanner, an anonymous donor will 
purchase one for you if you will scan at least two yearbooks 
for the web site. 

Says Pres ident Granger: "/ don't know where we would 
be without B.J.'s dedication to the AMA web site. So many 
cadets who have been '‘lost' for years have reconnected 
with AMA after finding the AMA web site. Thanks, B.J. 
Thanks from all of us!" 


NEW AMA 
SWEATS 
by Hanes 


Comfort blend Hanes 50/50 
cotton/poly. Pictured, white 
shirt with Augusta in navy 
and AMA white on red. Also 
available: blue with white 
Augusta, and gray. 

: :M, L, XL, XXL and XXXL 


#C150 $30 cach 


$5,000 scholarships offered to 
sons, grandsons of AMA alumni 


See the full page advertisement on page 21 
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SPOTLIGHT on AL WATTAY, 53 


Naval Academy aviator saw action in Vietnam; American Airlines pilot 


His father was a rear gunner in the German : the Naval Academy test and 9th on the West Point exam, 
Air Force, yet the son was offered an J so | had my choice of either. | also took the entrance exam 
appointment to not one, but three U.S. to the Coast Guard Academy and was accepted there." 
service academies. It's the American He also was offered scholarship help if he would attend 
dream played out in real life. Francis William and Mary. But Al's eyes were set on the sky: 
Wattay, a Hungarian and thus part of "When | entered AMA, | wanted to go to West Point 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire in and become a fighter pilot, but both of my brothers 
1916, was a back seat crewman had become Navy pilots before | finished AMA... and 
(gunner) in the German Air Force Annapolis was less than an hour from home, so | 
during World War One. When decided on the Naval Academy." Surprisingly, Al had 
peace came, he immigrated to the not been able to get an appointment through political 
United States where he met and avenues and felt that getting to go to a service academy 
married a lady who also had come to was "an unachievable goal." But there he was: a Plebe at 
the U.S. from Hungary in 1920. Annapolis. He gives credit to three things: "My seventh 
Together, they produced three grade teacher Lucille Beard pointed me in the right 
sons, one of whom was direction toward AMA. Then, AMA turned me 
Alexander Wattay, completely around giving me the ambition to 


; 


<> 
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*53, who attended the . pursue worthwhile goals. And third, AMA had 
Naval Academy, flew baat high academic standards which put me in a 
air recon missions position to compete for the service academy 
over Vietnam, retired appointments." 

from the Navy as a full a At the USNA, Al played lacrosse using the 
commander, and went oy skills he had learned from Colonel Hoover 
on to be a pilot for Le bol Pe until a knee injury sidelined him. After his 
American Airlines. Plebe year, he took a cruise aboard the Heavy 


Al's parents first had ~ Cruiser USS Des Moines and had his 1“ Class 


a restaurant in cruise on the USS Ross, a former World 
South Bend, Al Wattay while serving as CO of VFP-306, War || destroyer. "/ had the honor of being 
Indiana and later Recon Squadron based at Andrews AFB 


moved just outside 

Washington, DC 

where they opened an interior decorating business. Al was 
born in Washington in 1935 and spent the World War Two 
years in Hyattsville. "When | was in public school in 
Hyattsville, | was under achieving," Al says, so his mother 
decided to discuss Al's progress or lack of it with his 
seventh grade teacher. The teacher turned out to be Lucille 
Beard, the wife of Colonel Rutland Beard, “42. Mrs. Beard 
suggested to Mrs. Wattay that she contact AMA and 
consider sending Al there for one year. 

Finances were a problem until Colonel Roller offered to 
make Al a Cadet Waiter. "/ didn't go to AMA for just one 
year: | was there for five years, and the Big Boy always 
seemed to make it possible for my parents to keep me at 
Augusta," he says. Al graduated first in his class in 1953, 
but "/ wasn't exactly a golden boy. | spent a lot of time 
shoveling coal for pranks | committed." 

AMA named an Honor Military School 

AMA was designated an "Honor Military School" and the 
schools in that category were permitted to have three 
seniors each compete for non-Congressional appointments 
to the service academies. Al recalls that "we took a com- 
petetive examination and | believe | placed 5th nationally on 
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the Midshipman Commander on that cruise," says Al. 

In 1955, Wattay had his first ride in a jet at the Naval Air 
Test Center at Patuxent River, Maryland. "What a thrill that 
was!," he says. If there were any doubts that he wanted to 
pilot military jets, that first ride in a F3D Skynight dispelled 
them. Thirty days after graduating from Annapolis, he 
reported a month early for flight training and soon had a six 
month assignment to the Norfolk Overhaul and Repair 
facility for Crusaders, the elite fighter aircraft of 1958. 

He wouldn't start flying until after this assignment which 
was a major disappointment, but dark clouds turned to 
sunshine when he met his Diane, a student at the Norfolk 
Division of William and Mary. They have now been married 
for 47 years. 

He reported to his first regular squadron at Cecil Field, 
Florida where he flew the Crusader. “Little did | know that 
my love affair with this airplane would last 15 years until | 
retired from the Navy in 1954 as one of the high time pilots 
in that aircraft with nearly 3,000 hours," an accomplish- 
ment duly noted on a plaque at the Naval Aviation Museum 
in Pensacola. He stayed with his first squadron for four 
years doing most of his flying from the deck of the USS 
Shangri-La, a World War Two small deck carrier, one of the 
last with a wooden deck. The first of Al and Diane's sons — 
Alex, Jr. — was born during this tour of duty. 

Wattay then reported to the Johnsville Naval Air Develop- 
ment Center in Pennsylvania where over two years he flew 
20 different aircraft: jets, prop power craft and helicopters. 
Here he did flying research in support of high speed man- 
euvering drones and with photographic equipment which he 
would later use in combat. The Wattays second son — Ross 
— was born during this tour. 

Wanted to take part in space program 

The NASA representative at Johnsville "tried to recruit me 
into the space program, but Navy red tape and adminis- 
trative obstacles precluded any opportunity for me to get 
into the Space Program. That was a huge disappointment 
and was one of the reasons | left the Navy." 

In 1965, Al was given the opportunity of flying the RASC 
Vigilante if he would accept immediate orders for Vietnam. 
"When | was offered this billet, | was actually replacing a 
pilot who had been shot down... The Vigilante was develop- 
ed as a supersonic high altitude nuclear bomber but had 
been redesigned as a high speed reconnaissance aircraft... 
The plane could fly at two and a half times the speed of 
sound and its cameras could see a blade of grass at 
50,000 feet." He was not slated to deploy for another year, 
but Al decided to go early. 

At the same time, he submitted his resignation effective 
at the end of his Vietnam tour. 

He went to the Pacific to fly off the USS Kifty Hawk. In 
the ten months he was in the combat zone, he lost his 
roommate, his roommate's navigator, his commanding 
officer and 29 other crew members while 23 aircraft were 
lost. “My tour in Vietnam was the most significant event in 
my life not related to family matters. It had profound effects 
on the way | think. | cannot tolerate those who berate the 
military or run down our country and its leaders. Too many 
people made too many sacrifices..." 

Al's very last mission flown over Haiphong Harbor on 20 


AL'S AMA MEMORIES 


My first day at AMA, | remember apprehensively 
watching my parents drive away out the front gate. | met 
Major McCrum that day who issued me my uniform and 
who later taught me algebra. 

If | had to pick a favorite teacher, it would be Colonel 
Deane. He used to have me over to his house on 
Sundays to ride his horses. Others who had great 
influence on me were Colonel McCue, Major McCrum, 
Colonel Savedge, Colonel Hoover, Colonel Koogler, 
Captain Hart, Lieutenant Bales, and of course there 
was always the Big Boy. 

Major Waters of the PMS&T staff helped me in my 
endeavors to go to OCS straight out of AMA had | not 
gotten a service academy appointment. Paul Bratton 
was a great help too. 

| played Tiger Football for Major Hoover and played 
for the varsity my senior year. It was the first year that 
football was de-emphasized at AMA. Unfortunately, they 
forgot to de-emphasize the schedule and we were out 
weighed, out classed and out played in most games. 

| also played lacrosse for Colonel Hoover and 
wrestled for Mike Cooley, one of the nicest gentlemen 
| ever met. Though they never coached me, | had a lot 
of respect for Jerry Claiborne and Buck Chapman. 

There were many great friends in Headquarters Com- 
pany including some football players. Dick Nolan who 
| saw several times when | was at the Naval Academy; 
Alex Kozma (another Hungarian), Pud Constantino, 
Shad White and Bobby Camel. And the company 
commander Tommy Clements. 

Captain Fontaine who ran the Mess Hall would 
frequently get me out of classes to help with some farm 
chore such as picking apples. | think he would go 
through Colonel Roller to get kids who were able to 
miss some classes. | never minded doing these chores. 
In fact, | enjoyed it. 

Good friends were Bob Lowenback, the late Herk 
Carter, Ken Moran who was killed in action in Korea, 
Dicky Jordan, Tommy Simmons and F.E. Wirkus who 
| visited in the summer at Smithfield. From my time in 
the Band, | was close to the late Ronnie Mahanes, 
Tommy Mitchell, Hap Starr and the famous "Bugs" 
Hill. | played trombone in the band: Major Manch gave 
me free lessons. We had a jazz group with Tommy 
Mitchell, Hap Starr and some others and we would have 
concerts Sunday afternoons in The Triangle in front of 
the AMA Museum. On Sunday evenings, | would some- 
times play the violin at YMCA with Maggie Belle Roller 
Robinson accompanying me on the piano. 

From wrestling | have great memories of Manuel 
Balbis. | looked up to Roger Messick, the late John 
Morris, Bob Bradford, the late Sam Quillen and Frank 
Pilley, and greatly admired our Drum Major Roger 
Brooke who was a real showman when he led the 
band. | guess the people | remember and looked up to 
at AMA were those who motivated me toward my goals 
with their demeanor and leadership skills. 


May 1967 was very nearly his last - period. "The sky was 
filled with surface to air missles," he said. "This was the day 
after my roommate had been shot down over Hanoi. These 
photo recon missions were particularly hazardous as we 
were unarmed and we flew in right after a raid to assess 
the damage our bombs did, so the enemy was there 
waiting for us." 

In 1975, Wattay completed his 20 years in the Navy 
retiring as a full Commander. "/ did most of the things | 
wanted to do though | regretted not getting a better shot at 
the Space Program... My last sortie in the F8 Crusader was 
31 years ago and if | were offered the opportunity to climb 
in one tomorrow, I would do it. Sadly, there are no 
Crusaders flying any more." 

As soon as he left the Navy, Al started training with 
American Airlines. ") was assigned as a flight engineer in a 
727... | was delayed in getting my seniority number which 
cost me a lot of money and resulted in my being a flight 
engineer for eleven years before moving into the right seat 
as a first officer." He started as first officer on a 727 and 
later on the 707 and DC-10. He became a captain in the 
‘80s and thereafter flew 
DC-10s and the 300 seat 
Airbus. Half of his career 
with American was on 


Above, Rat year at AMA. 
Right, Midshipman year at 
the Naval Academy. 


domestic flights and the balance mainly in the Caribbean 
with flights to Japan, Hawaii and London on occasion. "/ 
flew through some horrible weather including a hurricane but 
never damaged a plane or injured a passenger... In all my 
commercial flying career, we only had two priority landings, 
once when a passenger had a heart attack and once for an 
engine problem." 
2007 will mark the 50" anniversary of Al's flying career: 

"| had such great support from home during my time in the 
Navy and with American. Diane had many hardships when 
| was in the Navy or off on another flight somewhere. | 
couldn't always count on being home for special occasions 
and holidays." The Wattays moved from Pennsylvania to 
Hilton Head in 1996, a year after he retired from American. 
He ferried light aircraft across the country for a while and 
was the pilot for the CEO of a huge lumber company until he 
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Diane joins Al in the cockpit of his airbus on his last 
flight as an American Airlines pilot, 1 March 1995, on 
the way to San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


reached age 70 "and his insurance didn't cover me any 
more." At Hilton Head, Al became involved with the Navy 
League and the Civil Air Patrol (he holds the rank of 
lieutenant colonel in the CAP). He is also the Flight Leader 
for the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary at Hilton Head, an 
organization he helped establish. They recently supported 
rescue missions during Hurricane Katrina. 

Wattay became the Commander of the local American 
Legion Post five years ago. Three years ago, the Legion, the 
Navy League and the Military Officers Association of America 
formed a coalition which led to a dedicated Veterans 
Memorial Park. Al was president of the coalition which raised 
nearly $100,000 to erect a monument in the park. 

Wattay became involved in Republican politics soon after 
moving to South Carolina. He is about to conclude a two 
year term as President of the Hilton Head Island Republican 
Club. Both Al and Diane have been election workers for the 
past several years. 

They have two sons: Alex, Junior graduated from the 
University of Georgia, then earned a commission in the 
Marine Corps which his proud Dad bestowed on him 
personally. He left the Corps as a captain and today 
manages a Federal Express facility in Charleston, SC. 

The younger son, Ross, graduated from The Citadel. He 
interrupted his college career with a stint as an enlisted man 
in the Army. His unit was the first into Kuwait during Desert 
Storm. Ross is a supervisor with the Berkeley County Water 
Department in Charleston. 

The Wattays enjoy two grandchildren, both belonging to 
Alex, Junior and his wife, Lori. The oldest is 15 and he hopes 
to attend the Naval Academy. Their granddaughter is eight. 
Both live just two hours away in Mt. Pleasant. 

When you ask Al about how he likes retirement, he says, 
"Retirement? I'll let you know when | retire!" o o 6 


Contact Al and Diane at: Dialwat@aol.com 
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War stories 


Lieutenant Colonel Donald Ritz, “47 

Colonel Ritz entered the Army in September of 1948. He 
was assigned to the 68" AAA Gun Battalion (90 MM) and 
deployed to Korea in July 1950. He commanded a machine 
gun platoon and fought from the Pusan 
Perimeter to the Yalu River. His unit 
earned the Korean Presidential Unit 
Citation with two clusters and seven 
Battle Stars. 

During the Vietnam conflict, LTC Ritz 
arrived in country in May 1967 and was 
assigned to Headquarters MACV - 
COC4 which was the Joint Aviation 
Division. He served throughout the 


country as a staff officer earning the Air Don Ritz, 
Medal with four 1947 Recall 
clusters. 


Lieutenant John W. Field, 47 

Lieutenant Field was commissioned in 
the USAF and arrived in South Korea in 
February 1953. He was assigned to the 
8" FBG stationed at K-13 near Suwon, 
South Korea. His unit supplied clothing 
and food to kids at a local orphanage. He 
returned to the U.S. in September 1953. 


John Field, 
1947 Recall 


CWO John C. Hosken, “66 

Chief Warrant Officer John Hosken was killed when his 
UH-1H helicopter crashed on 24 March 1970 while he was 
on an emergency extraction mission in Cambodia. An eight 
man reconnaissance team had come 
under heavy enemy fire and Hosken's 
chopper was sent to rescue them. 
When the helicopter began its ascent 
with Hosken in the pilot's seat and all 
the recon team safely on board, it was 
struck by enemy fire which caused an 
explosion. > 

The craft continued on for another e 
300 meters before being hit by enemy 
fire again causing it to crash. All on 
board died and enemy activity prevent- 
ed the recovery of those killed. 

In May of 2001, the bodies were 
finally recovered and identified. In August of that year, 
Hosken and the others who died in the crash were buried 
with full military honors at Arlington National Cemetery. 
Hosken was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
posthumously. He also had earned a Bronze Star, eight 
Air Medals and a Purple Heart. 


John Hosken, 
1966 Recall 


Jack Manch, 
1938 Recall 


Tales of sacrifice and courage in 
the Korean and Vietnam Wars 


Noah Buchman, ~49 

Noah Buchman entered the Army in 
October 1951 and served in Korea from 
January of 1952 through August of 
1953. Buchman was assigned to the 
430th E.C.B. where he served as the S- 
2. He received the United Nations 
Victory Medal, the American Defense 
Medal, Korean Victory Medal with three 


Battle Stars and the Korean Presidential Noah 
Unit Citation. Buchman, 
1949 Recall 


Major Charles Vanderbilt Lang, “59 

Major Lang was the Commanding 
Officer of Company B, 228" Aviation 
Battalion, 11" Aviation Group, 1° 
Cavalry Division (AMBL), during the 
Vietnam War. On 12 September 1970, 
he was killed in a helicopter crash. He 
received the Distinguished Flying Cross 
with cluster, the Bronze Star with two 
clusters, the Air Medal with 11 clusters, 
the Army Commendation Medal and the 
Vietnam Cross of Galantry with palm. 


Chuck Lang, 
1959 Recall 


Lieutenant Robert Lappin, “46 

2nd Lieutenant Lappin graduated from Norwich Uni- 
versity, the nation's oldest private military college. In 1952, 
he was assigned to Tank Company, 
179" Infantry serving in the Mung 
Dung Ni Valley, Heartbreak Ridge, 
Sniper's Ridge (a.k.a. Luke's Castle), 
Christmas Hill, and Bethlehem Point 
where he was wounded in a Christmas 
Eve attack by Chinese troops. Dr. 
Lappin received a Purple Heart, The 
Combat Infantry Badge, the Korean 
Service Medal with two Bronze Stars 
and the United Nations 
Medal with one over- 
seas bar. 


Bob Lappin, 
1946 Recall 


Lieutenant Colonel Jack Manch, ~38 

Jacob "Shorty" Manch, a Doolittle Raider 
from World War II, served in Korea as an 
air liason officer with the Infantry attached 
to the 8" Army, the 7" Infantry Division and 
the 1“ Marine Division at different times. 
He was one of the first five Air Force 
officers to reach the Yalu River. Later, he 


was transferred to the 452"? Bomber Wing at Pusan. 
Manch had earned the Distinguished Flying Cross for his 
heroics in World War Il, the Air Medal, and the Chinese 
Distinguished Service Cross (from WWII). Manch was 
killed in a training accident near Las Vegas after the 
Korean War had ended. 


Lieutenant Colonel James W. Councill, “49 

As a second lieutenant in the Korean War, Councill was 
a navigator/bombardier flying the B-26 Night Intruder, 
assigned to the 8"" Bomb Squadron, 3 
Bomb Wing at K-8 (Kunsan). After 
Korea, he underwent pilot training and 
served as a B-47 aircraft commander 
1955-1962 and a Missile Crew Com- 
mander (Minuteman) 1963-1967. Major 
Councill worked in the Operations 
Office, OL-23, in Thailand using radar 
directed bombing in support of ground 
troops in Vietnam. Lieutenant Colonel 
Councill took command of OL-23 in 
Vietnam 1969-1970. 


Jim Councill, 
1949 Recall 


Sergeant James E. Ragsdale, Jr., “49 
Corporal Ragsdale entered the 
Marine Corps straight out of Augusta. 
In Korea on 26 July 1952, though 
severely wounded, Ragsdale exposed 
himself to enemy fire to help carry 
another wounded Marine back to 
safety, for which he earned a Silver 
Star. Sergeant Ragsdale was medi- 
cally discharged following the third time 
he, as an observor pilot, had been shot 
down. In all, Ragsdale had 32 broken 
bones and spent a year in a body cast. 


Jim Ragsdale, 
1949 Recall 


First Lieutenant John Rahily Rhodes, Jr., “47 

Lieutenant Rhodes was a graduate of the Georgia 
Institute of Technology and was commissioned on 9 June 
1951 two days before he graduated. He 
was killed in action 21 July 1953, just 
four days before the Korean War ended. 
Rhodes was a member of Company B, 
187" Airborne Infantry Regimental Com- 
bat Team and was in officers' quarters 
in Kumhwa, North Korea when an 
artillery shell hit the building. 

During his service, he received the 
Combat Infantryman Badge, the Purple 
Heart, the Korean Service Medal, the 
United Nations Service Medal, the 
Korean War Service Medal and the 
National Defense Service Medal. 


Rahily Rhodes, 
1947 Recall 


Do you have stories of your time in the service during the 
Korean and/or Vietnam Wars? Please send them to Sergeant 
Don Studer at the AMA Alumni House/Museum, P.O. Box 100, 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437. AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 


The Bayonet 33 


A DVD of all the goings on at the 
reunion. Roller Rifles, Founder's Day, 
Awards Banquet, Saturday Luncheon, 

familiar faces, familiar places, full color 
and sound, edited for quality 


Shot by a Fort Defiance High School student and lovingly 
edited by Luke Snyder, “Lo. Purchase from the AMA PX, 
P.0. Box 100, Fort Defiance, VA 24431-0100. 

The entire $10 goes to the AMA Alumni Foundation! 


™ 


Do you have a Doober 
on your ball cap? 


Add comfort and 
Style fo your cap. 


Augusta 


The Doober is a little gizmo that fits on the 
strap on the back of your baseball cap. 
Regardless of what your cap says in the front, 
those behind you will know that you are from 
AMA! DOOBERS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR BRANCH OF SERVICE! 


ARMY # NAVY # AIR FORCE & MARINES & 
COAST GUARD & MERCHANT MARINES & 
PLUS WORLD WAR II # KOREA & VIETNAM 


#M500 - $3 £acu « 2 ror $5.25 


FOUR OR MORE - $2 EACH 
Order blank inside back cover 
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Letters to 


the Editor 


Appreciates AMA Legacy Scholarship 

My first year at the C. W. Post Campus of Long Island 
University was nothing short of fantastic. | cannot com- 
municate how appreciative | am to have received an AMA 
Legacy Scholarship in 2005. 

| have maintained a 3.87 GPA and was inducted into 
the national honors society for college freshmen. As a 
film major, | have made four short films and am treasurer 
for the Post Television Station. In addition to holding 
down two jobs, | am on the crew team and we row 
against West Point, NYU and other area colleges. 

Being the recipient of an AMA Scholarship has not only 
given the financial cushion | needed but it has given me 
the confidence to maintain good scholastic standing and 
leadership roles. Thank you for this opportunity to 
achieve my collegiate goals. 

Josephine Kalvin 
daughter of Albert Kalvin, °65 


Colonel John Dekle’s son 

As a child, | spent many happy 
times exploring everything that AMA 
had to offer. 

My father often threatened me with 
attendance at AMA as the "Com- 
mandant's son," but that never 
happened to me. 


Colonel John 
Dekle, | would very much like to hear any 


1972 Recall ~~ tememberances about my father, 


Colonel John Dekle. My Dad passed 
away in 1982. Many thanks to you all. 
[hjdekle@ntelos.net] Hunt Dekle 

Colonel Dekle was Assistant Principal 1972-76 and 
Commandant of Cadets 1976- 1977. 


Grateful for grandson's scholarship 

My grandson, Robert Sagmiller, won one of the AMA 
Legacy Scholarships this year. We are all very grateful. 
The Bayonet had such a nice write up about Robert and 
| would like to get two more copies please. Enclosed is a 

contribution to the AMA Alumni Foundation. 
Edgar Stokes Daniels, Jr., ~49 
Danville, VA 


I have lost a friend 

We have lost another fine cadet — Alan Poole, °67. | 
knew Alan quite well. When | was in the Navy stationed 
on Oahu in Hawaii, | was standing in front of the Mess 
Hall in 1971 or thereabouts. 

We sailors were not highly regarded on Wheeler AFB 
because we had a beautiful new barracks and much 
more freedom than the Air Force types. | felt that some- 


one was staring at me and it was Alan Poole, 

thousands of miles from where we were friends in Fort 

Defiance. We bonded as only AMA boys can and we 

spent many evenings and weekends together before 
Alan was discharged. | will miss him. 

Bill Scarborough, ~69 

Mount Joy, PA 


Thanks to AMA alumni and friends 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity to me at 
such a very difficult time. AMA has meant so much to 
Gary and to me. | know Gary would have been touched 
with all the message | received and that he is happy that 

AMA will be the permanent keeper of his cannon. 
Susan (Mrs. Gary) Nicholson 
20247 Kings Highway 
Red Oak, VA 23964 


Gary Nicholson, ‘70, passed away 4 April 2006. A 
former President of the AMA Alumni Association, he and 
Susan worked very hard at every alumni reunion to make 
it a success. One of his assignments at each reunion was 
the firing of his ceremonial cannon at Founder's Day and 
other events. 


Thanks from Iraq 

Wow! What great packages we have received for our 
Marines. We thank everyone so much for the gifts. We 
have a large table where we display all incoming gifts and 
| assure you the items that came from AMA alumni did 
not last long. | hope the 2006 reunion was a big hit. | 
very much look forward to Reunion 2007. | would not 

miss it! Thanks again for the great support. 
Colonel Larry Nicholson, *75 
USMC, Camp Fallujah, Iraq 


| profited much from AMA 

| have very fond memories of AMA even though | was 
not there very long. Of course, we used to sit around the 
barracks and complain, but standing 
here in the waters of calm reflection, 
it was one of the best events in my 
early life. | profited much from my 
time at Augusta. My wife, Sondra, 
went to Fairfax Hall. She was a 
childhood friend and when | was at 
AMA and she was at Fairfax Hall, we 
fixed up our school chums with cadets 
and finishing school girls. Although we 
have been lifelong friends, the ro- 


Graff uring 
mance did not begin until the 1990's. the 11” grade 
| am very glad that | found the AMA 

web page. 


Reverend Charles Graff, ~59 
[cgraff@stx.rr.com] Corpus Christi, TX 
Letters to the Editor are welcome. We reserve the 
right to edit letters for space without changing the 
message. 


Tommy Clements’ two beautiful daughters 


Who wouldn't be proud of two beautiful young women 
such as the daughters of Joyce and Tommy Clements, 
*50? But what would you expect from an AMA man named 
"Most Handsome Cadet" his senior year and his equally 
attractive wife? 

Tom and Joyce live in Jackson, Mississippi while daugh- 
ters Karen and Kathy 
both live in Dallas. 

Karen owns the Park 


Karen with a client 
Kathy on the job 


Cities Pet Salon which fea- 
tures upscale dogwear such as fancy collars and leashes, 
jewely items and gift cards plus dog grooming, bathing, 
styling, scissoring and hand-stripping. 

Karen is a graduate of Mississippi State University with 
a degree in communications. She was a varsity cheer- 
leader, Homecoming Queen and Miss MSU and won the 
Miss Mississippi USA Pageant. Karen was first runner up in 
the Miss USA Pageant in New York. 

She began her career at a TV station in Jackson and 
then in Memphis where she worked in advertising, sales 
and marketing. As Marketing Manager for Holiday Inns 


Jorge Rovirosa's daughter earned 
highest 8" grade school honor 


Fifteen year old Miriam Christina Rovirosa, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Rovirosa, ~70, was the recipient 
of the 2005-06 Integrity Award from the Heritage School 
when she graduated from the 8" grade. The Integrity 
Award is given annually to the one student who 
exemplifies the highest standard of honesty, integrity and 
dedicated hard work during the school year. "This is the 
school's equivalent to the Ad Astra award," says Jorge. 

Mirian is now enrolled at Archbishop Coleman Carroll 
High School in Miami. 
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Worldwide, Karen traveled 
extensively in the U.S. and 
was the first Marketing Mana- 
ger for Holiday Inn 
Express. 

Kathy is the President 
and General Manager of 


This feature invites 
AMA alumni to tell us all 


WFAA-TV, the ABC — Gbout their children and 
affiliate in Dallas-Fort : 
Worth. Before grandchildren. 
being named Let us hear from you! 
president in 1998, 
she was Vice 


President of KXTV 
in Sacramento. 
She also attended 
MSU earning a 
B.S. in business 
administration. She 
had been em- 
ployed at WFAA- 
TV before going to 
Sacramento. 

She is or has 
been a member of 
the boards of the 
University of 
Texas, the Ad 
Council's Dallas 
Leadership Com- 


mittee, the ABC tommy Clements, 1950 Recall 
Television Affiliates ———————_—_ 
Board of Governors, 


American Women in Radio and Television, and the Dallas 
Together Forum. She was Texas Association of 
Broadcasters Educators’ Broadcaster of the Year in 2002. 
WFAA has won three Emmys during Kathy's tenure. 


Brett Thompson's football star 


He stands 5 foot 11 and weighs 180 pounds. He's a hard 
hitting safety with 4.6 speed. Charlottesville High Coach 
Gawin DeBerry says that Will Thompson, the son of Brett 
Thompson, °75, could have a "break out year" for the 
Black Knights. DeBerry will 
also give Will an oppor- 
tunity to make plays at 
wide receiver and in the 
backfield. A local sports 
writer says: "Expect CHS 
to use Will Thompson in 
the open field or on the 
perimeter, showcasing his 
athleticism." 

Will would like to go to 
UVA and he already has 
had interest in him ex- 
pressed by Maryland and 
James Madison. 
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Memories in this issue come from Bayonets from the class years to 


be honored at Reunion 2007. 


70 years ago - 1937 

Blaine "Bucky" Clarke has been elect- 
ed President of the Cotillion Club. He is 
also Captain of B Company... Sam 
Wales is First Lieutenant in A Company 
and he is doing a swell job... Lieutenant 
Cyrus McCue and Lieutenant Charles 
Roller, Ill are coaches of the football 
team... The Corps traveled to Harrison- 
burg to see "Brother Rat," a play about 
barracks life at VMI. 


60 years ago - 1947 
Lieutenant Colonel Warren S. Robinson, 
assistant principal at AMA, died on the 
5" of February. Cadet captains were the 
honorary pallbearers at his funeral... Our 
basketball team won 19 out of 21 games 
which made Colonel Roller very happy... 
Backstroke Champion Emest Click was 
the high point man as Augusta beat 
Fishburne 38-28 in swimming. 


50 years ago - 1957 

The Department of the Army sent a 
telegram to Colonel Roller with the good 
news that Augusta was once again an 
honor military school... Carmelino Peduto 
is the new steward in charge of the Mess 
Hall... The AMA Rifle Team shot 1392 to 
win the Virginia All State Trophy... Cadet 
William Kelley was awarded a football 
scholarship to the University of Miami. 


45 years ago - 1962 

The AMA Band, commanded by Bob 
Tiller, won first place in the Staunton and 
Waynesboro Christmas parades... Coach 
Ralph's baseball team won the first six 
games of the season... Fire in the CW 
Barracks did lots of damage but no one 
was hurt... Mac Coiner was named as 
the sharpest cadet in the corps... Frank 
Blaylock was high schoo! All American. 


AMIN 
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40 years ago - 1967 

AMA ended a long football season on 
Thanksgiving Day by defeating Fishburne 
48-12 in Waynesboro. Gary Jenkins 
threw three touchdown passes, Jim Still- 
wagon also scored twice... Colonel Jim 
Christy is AMA's new Commandant of 
Cadets... Davis Hall, the new Junior 
Barracks, was dedicated to and named 
for Captain and Mrs. Oscar Davis. 


35 years ago - 1972 

Dave Rackley’s bass drum could be 
heard over the sounds of high winds... 
Mike Sisak, on crutches with a broken 
leg, escorted the Pin-up Queen to the 
big dance... Goalie Al Zayas achieved 
shutouts in two lacrosse games while 
Burt Glick, George McCoach and Karl 
Haleamau led the AMA attack... Colonel 
Hoover has coached seven sports since 
he came to Augusta in 1938. 


30 years ago - 1977 

Rugby has come to AMA with Coach Jeff 
White predicting a good season... CB 
radios are all over barracks with cadets 
and faculty alike using them. A few 
unauthorized antennae have sprouted 
from the barracks roof... Jack Haris 
commands the Roller Rifles and Charles 
Livick is executive officer... Ken Traylor is 
the best blocker on the football team. 


25 years ago - 1982 

The PX has moved to a new location 
behind Davis Hall. Two billiard tables will 
be installed... Phil Bentley, the Com- 
mander of the Roller Rifles, put the drill 
team through their paces on Parents' 
Weekend... Major Marcus Anderson has 
been appointed General Manager of 
AMA... Colonel Hoover has coached the 
fencing team for 44 consecutive years. 


i a 
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45 YEARS AGO - This quartet was cited 

as having done most for the school: 30 YEARS AGO - It's 1977 and AMA 
Ralph Butts, Jim Bosley, Dick Juby and _ got a new football scoreboard. 

Bob Gebeaux. 


25 YEARS AGO - Veteran's Day is 
celebrated in 1982. 


70 YEARS AGO - The 1937 Recaif staff. 


60 YEARS AGO - The 1947 varsity basketball team. L. 40 YEARS AGO - In 1967, this was Band Barracks. Earlier, this 
to r., Mackey, Winecoff, Slaughter, Muncey, Reed, was CW Barracks. Colored lights, tinsel and a deep snow! 
Gliboff. Back row, Ruther, Bradford, West, Powell, 
Blair and Coach George Chapman. 


50 YEARS AGO - Left, faces 
at the Holiday Ball. 


35 YEARS AGO - Right, Mike 
Kidd helped AMA repeat as 
the number one rifle team in 
the country. 
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Premiers 12 December 


"We are Marshall” film 
on plane crash which 
killed Parker Ward, 54 


The Augusta Military Academy Alumni Association was 
formed in May of 1970. Six months later, the first president 
of the alumni association and 74 others were killed in the 
plane crash which took the lives of 37 Marshall University 
football players, five coaches, school officials and fans. 

Parker Ward, “54, was on the jet 
which crashed into a mountain while 
trying to land at Huntington, West 
Virginia in miserable weather on 14 
November 1970. Now, 36 years later, 
Warner Brothers is producing a movie 
We are Marshall about the crash and 
the rebuilding of the team and the 
community. 

Mary Plyde (Mrs. Tom) Bell was 
Parker Ward's wife. "The only reason | 
was not on the plane is that | had just 
had a baby and couldn't go on the trip," 
she recalls. "/ was at home waiting for 
Parker to arrive when a neighbor called to ask if | had my TV 
turned on. Then, she said there had been a plane crash. | 
dropped the phone and ran to the TV." 

The movie, starring Matthew McConaughey, will have its 
premier in Huntington at the 3,000 seat Keith-Albee Theater 
on 12 December. The world premier will be ten days later 
in Los Angeles. Warner is banking on the movie's being a 
big holiday attraction. 

Mrs. Bell says that after the crash there were five or six 
funerals a day in Huntington for a while. Six players were 
never identified. Parker's wedding ring was recovered from 
the crash. Since then, a sculpture with a fountain has been 
erected on the Marshall campus with 75 lights — one for 
each person killed. On the anniversary of the crash each 
November, the fountain is turned off for an emotional 
commemoration of that dark day. 

Says Mary Plyde: "Time doesn't move fast enough when 
things are bad but the town people and the university rallied 
around the families of the victims. | hope the movie will give 
credit to all the good people who helped to get us through 
the tragedy. When I look back on how pleased we were to 
get the AMA Alumni Association going and to have this 
happen so soon after, well, it was just a terrible dark time." 


Parker Ward, 
1954 Recall 


Holliday, Mundin do valuable research 
Cate Holliday, °48, and Lew Mundin, °53, two Richmond 
area alumni, have been doing research in Richmond libraries 
on AMA's founder, Professor Charles S. Roller, Sr. The 
100" anniversary of the Professor's death will be commem- 
orated at Reunion 2007. Cate and Lew have uncovered 
some interesting tidbits. Can you help do some research in 
Richmond or Staunton? If so, please call 540/248-3007. 


Shawn Ogimachi makes plans 


Class of 1977 will mark 
30th anniversary in 2007 


Thirty years ago, 40 cadets participated in the one 
hundred and twelfth commencement exercises of Augusta 
Military Academy. The names listed below come directly 
from the 1977 commencement announcement. Graduation 
was on Saturday, May 28, 1977. That 
day," the sun set on an empty barracks" 
while many of us spent the evening 
driving golf carts around Ingleside and 
enjoying each other's company before 
we scattered to the winds. 

Eddie Williams, Alvaro Zayas and 
Doug Klick reportedly have passed on. 
Jack Harris reportedly "passed," but 
then showed up at a reunion (nice job 
of returning from the dead!) | promise to 


Shawn 
keep closer track of us and I'd like to Ogimachi 
dedicate our 30 reunion to the cadets 4975 Recall 
from “77 who have passed on. | have ———————— 


seen Bruce Hoffman, George Mineff, 

Ed Long, Tom White, Jack Harris, Chris Vetick and 
Jimmy Gounaris at prior reunions and have heard from 
Johnny Robinson and Charley Steward. 

On the following list, if your name is in bold, | need an 
update of your address. Please let me know if you have an 
address for the names listed in bold. | am especially inte- 
rested in getting information on our Latino colleagues who 
may be overseas. 

Rodgigo Antonio Lizarralde 
Edward Allen Long 

Myron Keith McWilliams 
Michael Keith McKee 
George Mineff, Jr. 

Shawn Neil Ogimachi 
Eduardo Luis Ponce 

Johnny Gerald Robinson 

Guillermo Jose Jacoby Salazar 
James Edward Sample 

Ronald Timothy Spriggs 
Charles Albert Steward, Jr. 
Mark Andrew Sullivan 
Christopher Leonard Vetick 
Charles Dean Wagoner 


William Mark Abernathy 
Andre Orlando Allen 
James William Begley 
Barry Lynn Cartwright 
Mark Christopher Castellane 
James Benjamin Cheesman 
Wayne Leroy Frantz, II 
Boris R. Gabriel Giron 
Raymond Davis Gentry, Jr. 
Michael Demitros Gounaris 
Jack Randall Harris, Jr. 
Bruce Elmer Hoffman 
Jonathan Walsh Hunter 
Ronald Allen Hypes 

James Henry Jenkins 


Thomas Francis Kelly, Jr. James David Wamsely 
Timothy Scott Kisel Thomas Dickens Warner, III 
Gene LeHew Lewis, Jr. Thomas White, III 


Charles Roller Livick 
| have attended several reunions over the years and find 
them to be soul enriching experiences. Bald Rock, a stroll 
around Staunton, the old barracks, and best of all the 
chance to see old friends. If you have not been back, know 
that the AMA reunions are held in a spirit of family and that 
(continued on page 50) 


Williamson replaces Saunders 
who resigns as Foundation chair 


Goodloe Saunders, “57, longtime Chairman of the AMA Alumni 
Foundation, announced his resignation at a meeting of Foundation 
trustees on.16 September. His place will be taken by Frank 
Williamson, “60, the foundation vice chair, who will serve until the 
trustee annual meeting during Reunion 2007. 

Saunders has been a trustee since the Foundation 
was created and for most of that time has been 
chairman. In announcing his resignation, Saunders 
said, "It's time for new leadership." He will remain a 
trustee and has switched places with Williamson as 
vice chairman of the Foundation. 

Williamson said, "All AMA alumni owe Goodloe a 
vote of thanks. His vision and commitment enabled 
us to have our museum. He has given countless 
hours to AMA as well as having contributed and Frank 
collected huge sums of money to support the Williamson, 
museum, the AMA Scholarships, and The Bayonet". 1960 Recall 

Williamson is a member of the AMA Alumni 
Association Board of Directors and has been vice president until this 
past year. He and his wife, Bev, have done most of the planning for 
alumni reunions over the past few years and they host the Friday motor 
coach tours at each reunion. 

The Chairman of the Finance Committee, Dr. Richard Whitaker, *72, 
reported to the trustees that there has been "exceptional adherence to 
the financial protocols adopted in April with all deposits and disburse- 
ments well documented." He commended Dana Davidson, the new 
Executive Administrator, for her attention to detail and for accomp- 
lishing so much in so little time. He also said that an audit had been 
performed 15 September with every transaction having been reviewed 
and found in order. 

Efforts continue to obtain grants for the Foundation. Spearheading 
this effort is grant writer Darryl Mizer, “62, who is confident that grant 
money will be avaialble to the Foundation. Investigations also continue 
into offering a charitable lead trust (annuity) opportunity to contributrors. 
Under such a program, a contributor could make a contribution to the 
Foundation, receive a federal and state tax deduction for the amount 
donated, and have income for life in the seven per cent range. 

Chuck Williams of Raymond James, the firm which manages the 
foundation's account, was appointed as a non-voting trustee filling a 
position created at the Foundation's April meeting. 

In other actions, the trustees amended the protocols to require that 
all Foundation funds be directly deposited into the money market 
account. The PX account was eliminated, combining these funds with 
the Alumni Association checking account and raising the Association's 
prudent reserve to $6,000. 

Attending the Foundation trustee meeting were Duke Fancher, “58, 
Bob Harris, 54, Garry Granger, *71, Rod Willey, “51, Saunders, 
Williamson and Whitaker. 

The meeting was held at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in Staunton. 
The next meeting of trustees is schedled for 26 January 2007, place to 
be determined. 


The trustees received a financial report from Treasurer Bob Harris, “54. 
That report can be found on the next page (overleaf) 
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$125,000 IS THE 
GOAL FOR 2006 


Graphic by Bob Abrams, ’48 


AMA Alumni Association / Foundation 
Treasurer's Report 
September 16, 2006 


ASSOCIATION: 

PX Opening Balance $3,179.32 

Income $23,399.71 
Transfer to Foundatior ($13,350.00) 
Transfer to Associatior ($5,000.00) 

Expenses ($4,587.45) 

Closing Balance 8/31/806 $3,641.58 

Association Checking Opening Balance $2,409.13 
Receipts $16,437.50 

Transfer to Foundatior ($5,050.00) 

Expenses ($16,635.59) 

Closing Balance 8/31/06 $2,044.48 
FOUNDATION: 

Foundation Checking Opening Balance $4,142.53 
Donations / Receipts $60,246.44 
Transfers into Foundation $6,750.00 
Expenses ($50,961.54) 


1. Wages, Taxes, Benefits 

2. House Expenses (Rent, Electricity, Gas, Phone, 
Supplies, Equipment Rental, House Manning, 
Insurance, Advertising, Office, Dues, Professional 
Fees, Maintenance & Repairs, Postage/ Fedex, 
Internet, Miscellaneous) 

3. Scholarships 

4. Bayonet (includes Printing and Postage) 


Closing Balance 8/31/06 $20,177.43 
Planter Money Market Account Opening Balance $3,330.86 
Deposits $36,887.16 
Withdrawals ($15,070.00) 
Closing Balance 8/31/06 $25,148.02 
Raymond James Fund Opening Balance $223,060.00 
Deposits 
Income (Unrealized Gains) $843.54 
Withdrawals ($9,862.40) 
Closing Balance 9/12/06 $214,041.14 


Closing Date August 31, 2006 
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New executive administrator introduced 
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Alumni / issociation makes plans for Reunion 2007 
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LUNCH BREAK - During the board meeting: Steve Trent, -70, Garry 
Granger, *71, Sharon Trent, Clyde Ramsey, “49, and Frank 
Williamson, ~60. 


LEADERS’ EATIN' MEETIN' - Alumni 
Association President Garry Granger, *71, left, 
and newly appointed Alumni Foundation 
Chairman Frank Williamson, “60, enjoy lunch 
at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel during the 
regularly scheduled Alumni Association 
Board meeting in mid September. Between 
the two is a server on the hotel staff. 


TOP PERFORMER - Dana Davidson, the newly 
appointed Executive Administrator of the 
Foundation, shown at work in the second 
floor office of Alumni House. She was 
introduced to association board members at 
the September meeting. 


the driving rain delivered by Tropical Storm 
Ernesto. They had lunch in the AMA gym 
furnished by Liz Hash and Joyce Zinkhan, the 
only part of their march from Lexington up the 
Valley Pike. 
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GIVING LEVELS 
Cadet Club.... Up to $50 
White Leader . . $50 to $99 
Blue Leader . $100 to $249 
Blue and White 

Champion . $250 to $499 
Blue Streak Sponsor ..... 
$500 to $999 
Benefactor $1,000 to $2,499 
Patron .... $2,500 or more 


eee eee wwe 


SPECIAL PATRONS 
Hilton Roller Grasty Estate 
Clyde Ramsey, ~49 


PATRONS 
John Botcheller, ‘67 
Angus Hines, * 42 
Gregory Pearce, *65 


BENEFACTORS 
Raymond Anderson, *49 
Bob Bradford, ~50 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, ~70, 
Paul Bratton, “48, and Sue Willey 
Mac Coiner, *62 
Louella Cook Foundation 
Duke Fancher, “58 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70, 
and Master Sergeant Bill Morgan 
Garry Granger, “71 
Dennis McConnell, ‘66 
Mac McInnis, ‘67 
Museum Donation Box 
Steve Pearson, ~72 
Louis Philhower, ~49 
Jesse Porter, *64 
Julian Quarles, *35 
Donald Russell, *60 
Goodloe Saunders, *57 
in memory of V. P. Leavel, 39, 
Gary Nicholson, *70, and 
Paul Bratton, ‘48 
Tommy Simmons, ~53 
Robert Spilman, *45 
Diego Suarez, ~72 
Charles Winston, “47 
John Zehler, ‘66 


BLUE STREAK SPONSORS 
Anonymous 
Nick B. Boddie, ‘67 
J.M. Carstarphen, *52 
Ed Chauncey, *49 
Tommy Clements, *50 
Community Foundation of 
Tampa Bay, Robert 
Mogyorosy 
Jim Councill, *49 


Charles Foley 
in honor of Hampton Foley, “55 
Tomme Gamewell, “54 
Burt Glick, *71 
George Holt, *60 
Jensen Builders 
William Johnson, ~55 
William Mariner, “60 
Sue Messerley 
Roger Messick, *52 
Roger Morris, ~59 
C. A. Pascale, *69 
Beth Price 
in honor of her father, 
David Price, ‘60 
Frank Pursel, ‘45 
Frank Roach, *69 
Howard Rosenthal, *68 
Russell Smith, *62 
Frank Spencer, *49 
in memory of Jack Ramsey, ‘49 
Steve Trent, *70 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
David Wallace, *72 
Richard Whitaker, *72 


BLUE AND WHITE 
CHAMPIONS 
Nate Adams, *41 
John Arthur, *75 
William Ault, 51 
Albert Cowell, *49 
James Crawford, *61 
Tom DelValle, *73 
Bazil Duncan, *64 
John Elder, *61 
Rob & Kathy Freer 
in memory of Libby and 
Mickey Gordon, ‘39 
John Hash, *75 
Jerry Izenberg, “48 
Benjamin Lindsay, *51 
in memory of Sid Taylor, *51 
Larry London, *76 
James McCausland, 39 
Bill McVey, *60 
Shawn Ogimachi, *77 
Robinson Overly, *62 
Steven Reech, *84 
Robert Rhea, *47 
Jorge Rovirosa, *70 
John Sexton, ‘60 
John Shirley, ~49 
Luke Snyder, *60 
in memory of Sue Willey 
George "Boots" Solan, * 43 
John Stanley, *45 
Jim Starnes, “50 
Jesse Van Evera, “59 
Henry Wainwright, ‘59 
Phil Wharton, *63 


Rod Willey, “51 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
David York, *65 
Ben Zinkhan, “60 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 


BLUE LEADER 
Omar Abdallah, *67 
George Adam, *35 

in memory of Sinclair Adam, *32 
Eric Adamson, ~70 
Melvin Alper, ~39 

in memory of M. O. Alper, *42 
Donald Anderson, ‘58 
Ben Angle, “51 
Marc Aronson, ~68 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
John Atkinson, ‘60 
Frank Badalson, *71 
John Bair, *53 
Manuel Balbis, “53 
Tom Barnes, *72 
Jim Bazemore, *48 
Robert Beam, *40 
John T. Bell, “54 
Mary Plyde Bell 
in memory of Parker Ward, ‘54 
Forbes Braithwaite, 66 
David Brewer, ‘46 
W. Sturges Bryan, “58 
Tom Buchanan, *72 
Lawrence Buchanan 
in honor of his son, Tom, *72 
Gary Buck and Family 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, ‘70 
John Bunting 

in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Earl Cabaniss, *43 
John Carter, *53 

Bob Caudill, ‘45 

Blaine Clarke, *72 
Ernest Click, *48 

John Codling, *44 
John Collins, *52 
John Congdon, *52 
Dave Conrad, “59 

in memory of Gary Nicholson, ‘70 

Susan and Bill Conway, *61 
Robert Cooper, *66 

Gerald and Elaine Cranford 

in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Buckner Creel, ‘40 
Gary Cripps, *71 

E. Stokes Daniels, *49 
Greg & Dana Davidson 
Edwin Davis, *66 
Harry G. Davis 
George Desroche, *55 
Alan Diamonstein, *48 
Donald Everitt, ‘63 
Ozzie Ferro, ‘67 


Tom Forrer, ‘67 
Don Fretz, *48 
Charles Funkhouser, *59 
Joe Garry, ~73 
Mitchell Gaston, ‘60 
Lynn Gibbs, *56 
Alan Gossom, *56 
Richard Green * 63 
R. Scott Green, *63 
Virginia Hallock 
Dean Hanson, *63 
Bob Harris, *54 
in memory of Sue Willey 
and Gary Nicholson, ‘70 
Ronald Harris, ‘64 
Tim Heath, *70 
Lloyd Henry, *48 
Frank Hickisch, ‘48 
Jack Hodge, *51 
Kem Hoke, *54 
Harley Hope, *47 
Tom Hughes, *51 
David Hunt, *59 
Coyt Johnson, *56 
Ray Kauffman, *45 
Jim Kilgour, *64 
Gray Kinnie, *48 
Bill Knox, *42 
Albert Krise, ‘57 
Bill "Bronco" Lane, *68 
T. C. Lea, “55 
Scott Leavel, 78 
Edward Leventen, ‘46 
Chason Long 
Eddie Longmire, ‘68 
Win Lora, *49 
Virginia Mahanes 
William Martin, *33 
Harry May, “47 
Brian McCabe, *72 
John McCutchan, *68 
Jack Meier, 55 
Ron "Scootch" Melcher, 71 
Kent Middleton, *58 
Brian Miller, ‘67 
Tom Milstead, ‘47 
George Mineff, ‘77 
Jim Mitchell, 76 
Tommy Mitchell, *52 
Stephen Mitzel, *70 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Vic Muncy, *47 
Phil Myers, ~71 
Reed Nettles, 72 
Byrd Newton, *62 
Bruce Nicholson, *62 
Dwight Nitz, ‘74 
Patrick O'Reilly, ‘62 
Bruce Orenstein, “69 
Walter Palmer, *44 


‘Contributions 


Year to date through 21 September 2006 

We thank each of you who has come to our aid in 
our time of financial crisis. The news is better 
but the problem is not yet solved. “We are still 
nearly $40,000 short of our goal. Jf we can keep 
the contributions coming in, we may be able to 
get through 2006 without using any of our 
savings. Remember, your contributions to the 
ANA Alumni Foundation are Tax Deductible! 


Humberto Perez, ‘56 
Carroll Phillips, *46 
Jimmy Pigg, * 46 
Charles Pine, *49 
Dave Rackley, “71 
Donald Radford, *68 
Marianne Reissig 
in memory of her father, 
LTC Hubert Mathews, *27, 
KIA in World War II, 
Normandy Invasion 
Elliott Ridge, *59 
J. M. Rochelle, *67 
Stephen Rodgers, ~57 
Bill Rubush, *49 
Stagg Sanders 
in memory of Bill Sanders, ‘48 
Wayne Sanders, *51 
John Santalo, ~51 
Mark Sauer, *66 
Bill Scarborough, *69 
Fred Shappee, *50 
Jim Shively, ~49 
Brad and Peggy Shy 
Ernesto Silva, ‘52 
Richard Smail, ‘67 
Benjamin Smith, ‘47 
Jack & Betty Spigle 


in memory of Stephen Spigle, *74 


Lawrence Spillan, ‘61 
Paul Sposito, ‘51 
James W. Stone, *61 
Donald Studer 
Billy Sturgis, *73 
Robert Suero, ‘47 
James Slyvanus, *49 
James Towe, *60 
Guy Townsend, *54 
Donald Tucker, *63 
William Tuminella, *43 


Robert Walton, ‘65 
Al Wattay, ~53 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, “70 
Jim White, *52 
John White, “69 
Frank Williamson, ‘60 
Bruce Wilson, ‘63 
Charles Woodard, *63 
Kenneth Wooleyhan, 77 
Keith Wray, *51 
Ed Wright, ‘66 
Debra Wyvill 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, “70 
Dan Yellott, ‘51 
John Younger, *43 
Al Zayas, 72 


WHITE LEADER 
Jim Atchison, ‘73 
Ronald & Betty Beach 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Benjamin Beard, ‘65 
Rutland Beard, *42 
Wayne & Susan Boseman 
in memory of V.P. Leavel, “39 
Edwin Bright, ‘67 
Broadway High School 
Dean Burns, *63 
J. Clarke Campbell, * 47 
Edwin Childs, ‘47 
C.A. Cleveland, ‘51 
Mike Coolahan, *73 
George Davis, ‘53 
Raymond Faubion, ‘56 
Warren Fleming, ~72 
David Fletcher, *54 
Ronald & Paulette Goldstein 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Arthur Henderson, *41 
Harry Hodges, *53 


Lewie Kennett, *72 
Pete Lambert, 44 
Lloyd "Chip" Lazarus, *51 
George Leatherman, *39 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Lloyd & Elizabeth Lipscomb 
in memory of Paul Bratton, ‘48 
W. H. "Tex" Mahone, *42 
John McCalister, *28 
John McKenna 
Myron McWilliams, *77 
Tom Moon, *48 
Ralph Parker, *51 
George Petty, *58 
Frank Pilley, ‘51 
Bill Ragland, *52 
George Reaves, ‘69 
William and Thelma Ritter 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, ‘70 
Edmund Ryan, *45 
Cole Sandridge, *52 
Phillip Sansone, “84 
John Santmyer, “51 
Carl Schmitz, *49 
Gordon Saunders, *60 

Colleen & Jerry Spadafore 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, ‘70 
John Spratley, 64 
Nicky Syropoulos, ‘69 
Al Tanara, *61 
Team Anteon 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
William Thomas, * 44 
VMI Class of 2007 


CADET CLUB 
John Ackerly 
Walter Ben-Bottino, 56 
Andy Caceres, *61 
Ernesto Calvo, *52 


The Bayonet 43 
Edward Champigny, *64 
Edwin Childs, ‘47 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Clarke Cooper, *48 
Walter Dyer, *41 
Betty Fewell 
in memory of H. S. Layne, ‘64 
John Fox, *53 
Richard & Linda Frymer 
in memory of V.P. Leavel, *39 
Victor Gomez, ‘69 
Howard Guffey, ‘48 
Jim Hall, *45 
Michael Kidd, *72 
Sam Konrad, *66 
Geoffrey Layng, ‘47 
Ray Long, *45 
Michael McKee, *77 
Chris Meek, *84 
W. Stephen Meloy 
E. W. Michaels, ‘47 
Fletcher Morgan, ‘60 
Lew Mundin, *53 
Henry Nalven, *44 
Ronald Nicholson 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Kippy O'Brien 
James O'Hara, “39 
Bill Parkins, 70 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
Mike Payne, ‘76 
Leo Poole, ‘67 
Bill Rulon* 50 
David Trimble, *60\ 
Christopher Vetick, 77 
William Wilson, *46 
Walter Withers, *56 
Alma Woodfield 
in memory of Gary Nicholson, *70 
ooo G&G & 


Meb Turner, *49 
Gary Understein, *71 
Hal Walters, *48 


IN OUT OF THE RAIN - The 2006 VMI march from Lexington 
to the New Market Battlefield took place during Tropical 
Storm Ernesto. Here, the soggy Keydets dry off in the gym 
while Liz Hash prepares lunch for them. 


Arthur Hurme, *61 
Dan Keller, *50 
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From the Savannah Evening Pre 


Warren Fleming, °72, Commissioner of the Montgomery County, Maryland 
Historic Preservation Committee, center, leads visitors through "Uncle 
Tom's Cabin." Photo courtesy The Washington Post 


Warren Fleming, 
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et 6.01) S _.Ken Wollyhan, °77, from 
Bear, Delaware. ’ 


Al Smith, “66, with his family visit 
from Radford. 


Bruce Orenstein, “69, with Steve : peetee 
Ohm, John and Theresa Wetzel. Long lost Cadet Jim Syme, °66, is 


back in touch with AMA. 
MUSEUM 
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Steve Hall, "70, and his son, Dillyn. Behind them is the 
blackboard from Colonel Hoover's classroom. 


The family of Robert and Jennifer Burdsal 
who drove by, saw the signs on 1-81, and 
stopped to visit. “Our kids learned a fot,” 
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When Chris Vetick, 77, from Crownsville, Maryland and Jim 
Mitchell, 76, from Pittsburgh volunteered at the museum 
one weekend, the Livick family stopped in to visit, led by 
Colonel Mal and Linda Roller Livick. Jim Atchison, °73, rolled up in front of the 
AMA Museum on his bike. Jim lives in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


Graham Tull from the 
Class of 1947, 


Far left, David Dudley, “69, back on his | } 
first visit. Left, Howard Kaplan, 69, from 
Succasunna, New Jersey. Right, E. R. f 
Link, “57, also on his first visit to the 
museum. 


DON BOWING TO JOE AGAIN - Well, that was the suggested cutline. 
Actually, Sergeant Josephson, seated, is checking over the installation 
of pavers in front of the AMA Alumni House/Museum while Sergeant 


Studer prepares to put some new pavers in place. In the background, the 
AMA Gymnasium. 


ON THE JOB - The museum had an intern for = 
the summer — Autumn Piggott, a student at 
Mary Baldwin. She worked on inventorying 
the many artifacts which have been given or [ 
lent to the museum. Thanks, Autumn! 
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THE BIG THREE - Chris Vetick, °77, !eft, and Jim Mitchell, °76, right vol- 


unteered at the AMA Museum one weekend. Mai Livick, Jr., °75, center, 
* came by to visit. 


ART SHOW - A marvelous oi! painting of the 
AMA Alumni House/Museum by Joyce (Mrs. 
Ben, 60) Zinkhan hangs above the fireplace 
in the upstairs office at Alumni House. 


BACKYARD BREAKFAST - Joyce and 
Ben Zinkhan, 60, hosted a breakfast at 
their home for their church group to 
which volunteers from the museum were 
invited. Seen at right are Duke Fancher, 
“58, Sergeant Don Studer, Clyde Ramsey, 
‘49, and the Reverend Greg and Becky 
Douglas. 


WHERE'S RUDOLPH? - Sandy and Harvey Bowers introduce Ernie and Marge Click 
to half of their reindeer herd. 


2 =i, 
Left, Marge panning for gold. We hear she found a gold tooth from an Inuit. Center, the Clicks in Denali National 
Park with Mount McKinley in the background. Right, Marge said Ernie looked like an astronaut when he went 
fishing but he did manage to net a couple of down to earth silver salmon. 


Augusta Military Academy 


Alumni Foundation, Inc. 


P.O. Box 100 
Fort Defiance, Virginia 24437-0100 


LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP FOR DIRECT 
DESCENDANTS OF ALUMNI 


The AMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. has established several scholarships to directly support 
post-secondary education for the descendants of former cadets of Augusta Military Academy. 


Award: AMA Legacy scholarships will be awarded to students attending any grade at a college 
or a recognized technical/vocational school for further education or training beyond high school. 


Purpose: These scholarships have been established to benefit the direct descendants of former 
AMA cadets (including deceased) who attended AMA no less than one (1) year, and to award 
student achievement in the following areas: academics, special talents, leadership, and 
community service. 


Unlike other scholarships, winners are not limited to a 4-year college or university program. 
Students may use this scholarship to further their education and training beyond high school in 
pursuit of their future goals at community colleges or accredited technical/trade schools as well. 


Eligibility: The applicant must be a direct descendant of a former cadet: child, grandchild, 
great-grandchild, et al. This is meant to include natural, step, or legally adopted children, 
grandchildren, et a/, under the age of 25. 


Each scholarship award is a separate act. The granting of a scholarship for one year does not 
prevent the granting of a scholarship to the same student in a subsequent year. But the granting 
of a scholarship in one year is no guarantee of future assistance. Applicants may only receive an 
award twice. The criteria will be based on the best candidates for the scholarships as described 
in (Purpose) above, and judging will be done by an outside educator without influence from the 
AMA Alumni Association/Foundation officers or board members. Preferences will be given to 
students entering college for the first time (i.e. graduating high school seniors.) 


Selection Criteria: Selection of the scholarship winner(s) will be based on the following: 


. High School academic record. 
Special talents. 

. Leadership qualities. 

. Community involvement. 

. Two letters of recommendation from persons familiar with the applicant’s academic and 
personal achievements and potential. 

. Letter of acceptance from a post-secondary institution. 

. Willingness to submit a progress report to the AMA Foundation Trustees for presentation 
during the Association’s annual reunion and for possible publication in the Foundation’s 
newsletter. 


Judging: The selection of the recipient of this scholarship will be made by an impartial 
distinguished education professional experienced in judging such awards. 


Submission: Application materials and letters of recommendation should be submitted to: 


2007 AMA Legacy Scholarship Award 
c/o AMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 100 
Fort Defiance, Virginia 24437-0100 


Deadline: All applications must be postmarked no later than March 24, 2007. Applicants 
wishing to receive verification of the receipt of their application must enclose a self-addressed 
stamped envelope with the application form. 


Method of Payment: Scholarship funds will be given directly to the institutions attended by the 
recipients for the 2007-2008 school year. 


Award Date: The recipients of the scholarships will be notified before the 2007 Alumni 
Association Annual Reunion (April 27-29), where the winners will be announced. 


Other: A small head and shoulder photograph that may be used for publicity purposes in 
connection with the awarding of this scholarship must accompany this application. 


Contributions are welcome from any individual or organization to support these scholarships. 
You may send your tax-deductible contribution to: 
The AMA Alumni Foundation, Inc., Legacy Scholarship fund, 
P.O. Box 100, Fort Defiance, Virginia, 24437-0100 
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Class of 1977 

continued from page 38 

the larger Augusta community wel- 
comes back all cadets. We are all 
"prodigal sons" of Augusta. Family, 
friends, all are welcome. While 2007 
will be a special year for us, you will 
also see many fellow cadets and 
faculty from the 70s: Keith Sterling, 
Brett Thompson, Dwight Nitz, Tom 
McCabe, David Spencer, Paul 
Karch, Glenn Keller, Billy Morales 
and Robbie Harris to name a few off 
the top of my head. Many others have 
attended and enjoyed the recent AMA 
reunions. 

| ask that you join us this next 
spring in the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia to reminisce and share in the 
special privilege of being among the 
last of the Augusta Military Academy 
cadets. In honor of Eddie Williams, 
Alvaro Zayas and Doug Klick, 
please return to the Front Arch this 
coming Spring for the Class of °77's 
reunion photo. Bring friends or family. 
Contact a fellow cadet and let me 
hear from you. 

We'll have an update in the next 
Bayonet with a goal of calling the roll 
and having an update from everyone 
in our class. George Mineff and 
Chris Vetick are helping gather up 
the °77s. I'll ask Major Mannasmith 
and Colonel Livick and other faculty 
from that year to join us. 

Please let me hear from you! 

Og 
Shawn Ogimachi, 77 
831/423-7835 
305 Roxas Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95063 
shogimac@cabrillo.edu 
(Put AMA on the subject line) 


Manch trom page 47 

Obviously, he succeeded as all 16 
planes lifted into the air from the 
Hornet and dropped their bombs on 
Japanese military targets. However, 
none of the planes returned for they 
were launched far out in the Pacific 
because the Hornet had been spotted 
by a Japanese vessel. 

Nettles was well known for his great 
sense of humor and his concern for 
others. We join in extending sympathy 
to Reed and his family. 


Mitchell's trom back cover 
Third and Ross Streets in downtown 


Pittsburgh. With the purchase of the NUMBERS YOU'LL NEED 
building in which it is located, addi- 


AMA Alumni House/Museum 
1640 Lee Highway 
P. O. Box 100 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


Phone 540/248-3007 
FAX 540/248-4533 


AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 


o 6 6 


SEND ADDRESS CHANGES 
TO: P. O. Box 100 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437 
or to the e-mail address above 


The Mitchell Building in downtown o 6 6 
Pittsburgh. 

AMA Home Page 
tional seating became available on the www.AMAAlumni.org 
second floor and Mitchell's can now E-mail: bj@bjdorsay.com 
accommodate 220 for lunch and 
dinner Monday through Friday. The o 6 6 
restaurant is closed on weekends but 
the bar is open and the restaurant can Stories and photos for 
be reserved for private parties on The Bayonet 
Saturdays or Sundays. 12 Woodside Drive 

"Mitchell's is a great Pittsburgh tra- Danville, CA 94506 
dition," Jim says, "and we will always 
be very happy to see anyone from Phone 925/736-8652 
AMA any time." FAX 925/736-8657 
Jim has been very much involved 
with recent AMA reunions acting as AMABayonet@aol.com 


class agent for his class and march- 
ing in the Roller Rifles. 


| HARRISONBURG, VA. 1-81/ EXIT 247A 
(540) 433-6089 


$ 59.00 + TAX | 


1-2 People 


¢ Free Continental Breakfast 
¢ Free Local Calls | 
e Free High Speed Internet 

| THE WORLD'S LARGEST * Microwaves/Refridges in all rooms | 


HOTEL CHAIN® Heated Indoor Pool/SPA 
Fitness Room | 
Free Business Center 


P. O. Box 101 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437 


Mail your order to the address at left OR 
FAX it to 540/248-4533 


How are you paying? 


(1 Check or CJ VISA (J MasterCard 
Money Order 


YOUR NAME 


ADDRESS Card number 


Expiration date (Month) 


City STATE ZIP 


DAYTIME PHONE ( ) Signature 


E-MAIL 
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QUESTIONS? 

Call us at 540/248-3007 
OR e-mail us at: 
AMAAlumniHouse@aol.com 
Most items in stock except 

for some clothing sizes. 


SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES 


Up to $25 + $4.95 $50.01 to $75 - $9.95 
$25.01 to $50- $6.95 $75.01 to $100 - $11.95 
Above $100 - 7% of total 


When ordering clothing items, allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery of certain sizes. 


45% sales tax if going 
to a Virginia address 


IN A HURRY? Phone 540/248-3007 to arrange for 
FedEx or other expedited delivery at additional cost. 


[omer reer etn nn nn ee 
| While you have your VISA or MasterCard in your hand, please consider a gift to YOUR AMA Alumni 
Foundation. Your support is needed to operate the AMA Alumni House/Museum, to pay for The Bayonet, and 
to underwrite the AMA and VMI Scholarship Funds. 


[J Yes, | want to add something to this order for the AMA Alumni Foundation. | herewith authorize 


AMA to charge $ to my credit card, over and above the order total above, to support the AMA Alumni 
House/Museum, The Bayonet and our scholarship programs. This contribution is tax deductible! 


Signature required Date 


Jim Mitchell's Pittsburgh restaurant is 100 years old 


It is the oldest restaurant in 
Pittsburgh and everyone from the 
Governor of Pennsylvania to Colonel 
Mal Livick were expected to be on 
hand to help celebrate the 100" 
anniversary of Mitchell's Res- 
taurant, Bar and Banquet 
Center. 

As The Bayonet was going to 
press, Jim Mitchell, ~76, was 
completing plans for a huge 
celebration at the restaurant on 
14 October, a restaurant open- 
ed by his grandfather four years 
after he immigrated to the 
United States from Greece. "It's 
been a family affair from the 
beginning," said Jim who with 
his - brother Nick operates 
Mitchell's today. “And the good 
news is that my son is showing 
lots of interest in the place. | 
told him he has to finish school 
and be sure what he wants to 
do, but | would be very pleased 
if he continued the family 
tradition." 


Jim's grandfather was Constantinos 
Michalopoulos who came to America 
in 1902. After four years of hard work, 
he was able to open Michalopoulos' 
Dining Room, but a Greek painter 


Jim Mitchell, 76, right, and Nick Mitchell, left, 
operate Mitchell's Restaurant 
Pittsburgh. Standing between them is John 
Petrolias who runs another restaurant in Pitts- 
burgh which opened 73 years ago with the 
financial backing of Jim's grandfather. 


in downtown 


couldn't fit that name on the storefront 
sign, so he changed it to a more 
American name — Mitchell's Dining 
Room. And that is how Jim got his last 
name. The "price" of admission to the 
14 October party was a gift for 
the Marines in Iraq under 
command of Colonel Larry 
Nicholson, ~75, Jim's company 
commander his senior year at 
AMA. Nicholson now commands 
the 5" Marines which occupy an 
area comparable to the land 
between Staunton and Harrison- 
burg with the city of Fallujah in 
the middle. This is one of 
several efforts undertaken by 
AMA alumni to prepare "goodie" 
packages for the troops under 
Nicholson's command. 

Among those expected to at- 
tend the anniversary party were 
Colonel Livick, Mal Livick, Jr., 
“75, and Lee Livick Hahn. 

Mitchell's has moved three 
times before finally locating at 

(continued on page 50) 


Post Office Box 100 
Fort Defiance, VA 
24437-0100 


ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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